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'I'l:l.ank you, th::>.nk you, thank you - to 
?nyllis and Steve for sending out in-
formation and enclosures AND for your 
support - to everyone inside for your 
contributions - to Terry s., Ted Cej' 
EC;n Joy s., Karen C., Pam W., Deb-
b i e W., s., Hadeza R. and Monty 
for your letters - to Jeff Dr'UJltra' s 
p8rents for sending sports clippings -
t -·, Jeff lui-meme for typing and other 
offorts - to Miss Mary Lou for her 
t r avail - to Yacouba for his time in 

- to assorted ENZ for 
collating assistance. You will notice 
the enclosures this issue. Glad to dC' 
i t ·- it only makes sense since this is 
a sure thing monthly. 1\hy spend extra 
mo ney on postage? Ifm writing from 
the Apathy Cent-er of Niger. Students 
have informed us that school is to fin-
ish in the middle of May, but I'm not 
sure if they've told the Director yet. 

.. -·':: a lot to say here. Notice the pa..: 
per quality - for the March issue we 
decided not to print on both sides, 
bnt in the interests of paper conser-
Vf'! tion both were used this tlme. Just 
rl.on 1 t hold it up to the light to read 
and you 111 be You'll also notice 
some cartoons wre attempted - I use 
thl=lt word because at this writing, no-
thing has been taken off. If they do 
co::1e out and you have a cartoon to 
shAre, one with little detail and re-
q'c1iring nothing more than a steady tra-
cing hand, send· it in. If they don't 
r::ome out - well, what do you expect 
from a fine point Bic? One fi,..,ql note-
·fuose of you who receive J e"£17 Brown's 
ne-wsletter have already read a letter 
addressed to by four TEFL vols. 
There was a paragraph which stated the 
sgme l e tter would be printed in this 
issue of the OE, but since he opted to 
use his newsletter for a response , no 
point in repetition. It was printed 
and answered and that's all that was 
n.es ire d. OK are people receiving 
this s ans prohlemes? It would he in-
ter-esting for us to know how long it 
t.akes for them to reach Y"U at your 
pos t. Read on. 

To l.:U*t-mery-----____ 
be the writer): 

I've been reading the CE and thiru( it's 
got good possibilities, but I 1m a l it-
Ue pissed off at the way the TEE"s 
complain about this or that(Where 's 
rrry electric fan? Oh, these kiC.s are 
little monsters! We get out i n Aug-
ust - do we get our full wcatl.on 
time? etc ••• etc.) As far as 
concerned you get out a month ear-· 
lier than us non-TEFLs s o fuat sb:Yllld 
be sufficient, n 1 est- ce pas? Lnc us 
to the el ectric f an7 wher e ' s tr.c el c t:;-· 
tricity? I don't eve n h::rve v.ra-ter,: · 
And the closest marke t to buy esaer.' ' 
tia l s (batteries S> sugar foodJ) is :w 
kms " away .. To fho::; e of' yo·'.l nho ·h.c.ive 
to f ace the hot sun wnen yo·1;. go s0 a 
from classes, try working out i n the 
sun from 8-12, and then walking 
kms. to your banco house where the 
nearest poor excuse for a tre8 i& ::or 
meters away! Then try to explain 
the villagers why you don't haVD a 
pocket full of money to give out, ':n.1.t 
you're here to help them. Yec . I 
live out in the boonies. I lll-=\Y 880:.! .::1 
car once or twice a week and occas:l ··n·-
ally there are fresh vegetabl e s.., Il;rt.; 
if it sounds like I'm compla i ni.tlg " 
well, hell; of course I 1m .l 
it. else could I expe r ience 
the tttrue11 Niger? Living wi th che 
people, eating, thirudng, the 
way they do. It's great! Even 
are needed he re to hel p spread the 
llgood word11 ( so to spe ak )., I don · . 
me an to downplay your importance hc::-e 
even though you guy s are a bunch cf 
softie s! I know it 1s very di i1'kult 
teaching anyone English . I can ' t 
that the work I 1m doing her e i n 
overall benefit to the peopl e her·e; 
but I do know that my being herE" ·1.s 
a tremendous be nefit to meo So ... 
guess I'm trying to s ay get out. m:ci 
see the real Niger. Visit the b·,o. 
nies, you 1d be surprised to see 
easily one ca n cope v.-ri th l one: i ..-"e;':s 
and the simplest of simple l i f e s 
where the only· othe r English sp8ak-
er is BBC . Oh, I knmv- 11 different. 
strlhkes", but t he next time you ::rlt. 
down under your ceiling f e.n 1-vil:!J ·n1 
ice cold beer in youf' hand after 
t aking a long shower, remember ·;:hA·i:, 
you 1r e in Niger, a nd try to get ':he 
most out of this experi e nce . 
sure tr:vine t o. 
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·a f0_deral agency that sponsors thousands of 

vol·u.nteers in J 0l:il1T!Uni ties acr oss the nation ·,and around 
t.he is fighting f or its life .. 1 - . -•. ·-- - __ ;' /., '_t ·-·-- _:_ _ _ :;-

l";re;t'fJee;+_ng t.he service s of· 
the Corps and rlorest Jc Yolunteer 
grou:ps Su\.!h as VIST:.\.9 the agency is 
t·.nd.m." attaek fron Gongresa and its qwn 
r an ... 'l<:s" :-::r-:ttics demand the abolishment 
or. .. a thorough , reorganizatJon of the . 

prog:eam that 
·vises volunteers in all 50 
states· and 63 foreign countrie s ., 

.Some of :...'1-te charges: cronyism7 
et·ship gailures_q l o:w conflicts 
of ·poor training of volun-
t,eers and. too much npolitici;.;ati on ... tt 

The mos t .serious a ttack earneR from 
a cong:r'ess:ional investigation raising 
questions about the financial opera-
t im:Is . ·of A13ITONo The report was r e -
'leased by Representative Hobert Michel 
of IJ.linois_p· House Republican Whi pp 
1Nho ac;cuse d the a gency o:f · 
f-IW ; ·Qnproduc tive and sometimes ille-
gal aotivi ties o 11 Among his allegations· 
wns a charge that contracts, which he ·: 
O.id not had been awarded 
Cl;t.t, a dv-erJvis:ing or compet:l tive b i dsc. 

M:Lchel co1hpl ained that volunteers 
found to be engaged in illegal 

acri:.iv-i·0i e s 11 such as union ·. organiza tiorJ.9 
p ol i t .:Lc al campaigning and l obbying, u 
He ttLar gely because of weak 

(VISTA volunteers) have 
been ,_:nderutili!!:ed, used improperly 
and .h ave· bec ame involved in activities 

ted by statu tee 11 

· Some bureaucrats also are unhappy · 
about ACTI AN Director Samuel W. Br own, 
J' r " He i s cri tici?Je·d for , rna tters such 
as h1.s l:).ancliing of the diSmissal of PC 

:Cirector Carolyn R., Payto!l and William 
r egional direc-!··OJ'' for Africa., 

Brown anger ed many l a'W'lllakers on Cap-
it.oJ. Hill when he cut budget r equests 
f or ser-vice pr ograms involving older 

among AGTIONt s most popular. 
and effective . The funds h ave 
s:1.nce been r estored., : 

Most damaging, in the of 
maey in t he agency, are charges ·of' 
cronyism in the 
archyo . ·.· . 

11 T.he agenc.:y is run by- a bu.nc.b of 
t J_960s political act,ivis'ts .: 

who have small brains and l arge · · 
11 s ays Chri st opher Klose , a 

former speechwri ter for Br own ·and · 
Deputy Directo:r Mary Eo Kingo u'They 
are very suspicious of peopl e they 
don :t know, and if you look .. at the 
patter•r.. of empl o;Vment f r om the •.:.: 
levels on down, you see they tend 
t o be. people who have toge-
ther for 11 

The r esult, according to some 
staff members,. is that mor al e 
many parts of the organization i s 
l ow - t o the point of damaging -the 
effectiveness of f i el <;i work and r e- : 
cruitingo 

Peace Corps, born mnid high 
hopes during the months of 
the administration, s oon 
became· a ·showcase of t he will:: ... · · 
ness of American individuals 

, . 

hel p forei gners · 
everyw:1e:::·e, from t he of Af ... 
rica to the shores of South Pacific 
islands Q Lat.er, VISTA and other 
or gan:tz ctions including Foster Grand-
parents and Senior Comp'anions were 
create do 

Volunteers in urban .areas and 
r emote farms . work with l ocal citi-
zens on efforts ranging from inno-
cukating a nimals to foster care · for 
juvenUes ,. . 

In ::-ecent years . some of the TnB-" . ter seemed to dim as other admini .. -. 
strations took over and the programs 
were de E:rr:phasized,,' · Now Republic 
in Congress contend that Brown is 
11polit icizing11 the agency, t).iring 
r adicals, i gnoring conflicts of i n-
terest and pressure groups. 



Browri says the same charges were 
made during the administrations of 
Presidents Nixon and Ford. ACTION 
was formed in 1971 by combining the 
Peace CorPs with parts of the old 
Office of Economic Opportunity. That 
amalgamation was seen by many offi-
cials as an attempt to dilute the 
programs. · 

11'l'h.is agency has always been a 
in the side of people who felt 

•at poverty" e"hould be fought with 
lhristmas baskets and a pat on the 
head, n Brown ecys. "Bt...t under this 
administration, volunteers will con-
tinue to work to build coali tiona to 
attack poverty through cammuni ty or-
ganizing .and advocacy for the poor.n . 

Both Brown and Deputy Director 
King acimi t that the agency has per-
plexing problems, some of them in-
herited from the last 
and same the result of trying to im-
plement Changes too fast. 

policy. has been to address 
basic h't!Illan needs and to direct our 
assistance at the poorest of the 
poor, 11 says King.. "That has meant 
shifting some long-held notions, and 
it hasn 1 t always been pleasant. Be-
cause of budgetary and artninistrative 
lags, we are just now able to begin 
pushing the agency in a new direction." 

Officials aay the Peace has 
been especially hard hit by develop-
ments over the past few years. Vo-
lunteer levels have dropped to below 
6 1 000 > one-third their size a dec a de 
ago, despite the fact that. the corps 
budget of 95 million dollars 
ses the biggest chunk of ACTION fund-
ing. 

Volunteers complain that hundreds 
of people are sent overseas under-
trained and unequipped to do their 
jobs, and that they are. givem inade-
quate medical and technical 
from the Washington 

One example cited: PC staffers-

11Tb.at just isn 1t 
one off:tcial. 
11The worlrl. has changed since the PC 
was born in 1961. Many countries 
simply don't need us any more, and 
the ones that do are the poorest na-
tions that have very specific needs. 
But the old PC mystique persists 
.like 9 religion to some people. 11 

Same congressional and White House 
officials suggest that ACTION be in-

in the President's government 
reorganization plans. One proposal 
would split off the Peace Corps into 
a quasi-governmental corporation and 
shift its domestic volunteer pro-
grams to the Community Services Ad-
ministration or the Department of 
HEW. But other officials say such 
reshaping would diminish the agency 
to vi:btual death. 

Although the change is not 
pected soon, Brown in the past has 
expressed willingness to turn over 
the PC to an international deveJ-
opment agency proposed last year 
if he is convinced that the shift 
would: enhance the effectiveness of 
the corps. In the meantilne, he says, 
the will correct its current 
difficulties and try to target aid 
where it is really needed. 

11 Tb.e problems of poor people in 
the Third Worlrl. aren't basically 
different from poor people in Amer-
ica, and we think that our inter-
national and domestic programs can 
learn from each other wqys to break 
the · poverty cycle, n he observes. 
And, he adds with satisfaction, 11the 
President must agree, since he ap-
proven all the money we requested 
to carry out our goals. 11 

Many government officials believe 
that the results of all these efforts 
may make the difference between life 
anrl. death for an agency that once 
seemed unassailable. 

(The above article appeared in · 
News and World Report, January 15, 
1979.) 

say that two volunteers in Africa -
injured in a motorcycle accident -
experienced long delays in being e-
vacuated for medical treatment be-
cause of bureaucratic tie-ups. One 
of the two dies before she could be 
flown to a hospital in Europe. 

% % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % .% % 

Former PC worlers, members of an 
alumni association that numbers 
82,000 in the US, have pressed the 
Brown organization to restore the 
sense of mission and excitement that 
the program had in the 1960s. 

The following letter is of re-
lated interest to any discus-
sion of the current PC situa-
tion. It was written by a group 
callen the Committee f0r an In-
dependent Peace Corps, the 
membership is not known to us 
here. 
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Dear Chairman Zablocki and Chairman 
Church, 
It has come to our attention that 

both the Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relations and the House Committee on 
For eign A££airs will .soon take up the 
Peace Corps authorization £or next -
year. We also understanci. that you 
intend to consi der at that time al-
ternatives £or separating the Peace 
aorps £rom A8TION . 

We would like to add our voices t o 
those who are strongly urging the Con-
gress to create an independent Peace 
'orps. 

Prior to incorporation into ACTION, 
the Peace Corps was one of the most 
effective and popular programs our 
country ever l aunched overseas. We 
believe that this was ·because the PC 
volunteers symbolized our desire t o 
help others on a 11 people to peqpl e 11 

basis. 
The Peace Corps could never have 

achieved this degr ee of effectiveness 
were it not abl e t o conduct its af-
fairs during t he early years in an in-
dependent £sehion, free oi' bureaucra-
tic constraints or the dict ates of 
f orei gn policy considerations. 

Since the Peace Gorps was merged 
into ACTION, it has lost its 
i ty and its independence. ACTION as-
sumed tota·l control over Peace 
budget, external relations, recruit-
ment, selection and training o£ vol-
unteers -- in short, over every basic 
management func tion. The position of 
Peace Corps Director was even abol-
ished. For £ive years, the Peace 
Corps was not even allowed to print 
the wor ds "Peace Corps11 on a J:iece of 
stationery by the new ACTION agency. 

In r ecent years , the Peace 
has been plagueci. with additional prob-
lems within A6TION. We believe these 
pr obl ems are derived from the fact 
that the Peace Corps shoul d never have 
been placed within ACTION in the first 
place. 

ACTION is essentially a domestic 
volunteer effort. It was created by 
the Domestic Volunteer Act of 1973 . 
Its original go&l s did not even r efer 
to the basic international mi ssion of 
the Peaue CornR-

The Peace Corps 1 il:andate is in-
ternational, desi gned to serve the 
needs of over a billion 
who are desperatel y impoverished 
in the developing world. 

To stress the international char-
acter of the Peace Corps, ·however, 
is not to say that it should 
part of a ny other super-agency, 
leaa t of all one which woul d make 
the Peace Corps part of US foreign 
and devel opment poli qy. This would 
be tantamount to r epl acing one 
of bureaucratic subservience with a 
worse form. Under such an arrange-
ment, the Peace Corps woul d be per-
ceived in the devel oping countries 
as an integral part of the foreign 
policy establishment of the US gov-

· 
Based on our experience with· the 

Peace ' Corps and our l ove for it, 
and convinced that it can be as im-
portant t o the American peopl e in 
the future as it has been in the 
past, we urge you to give the Peaee 
Corps a fresh start. 

In our view' the most effective 
way of accomplishing this would be 
to create the Peace Corps as a pub-

. · lie corpor ati on >nth a Boar d of 
Directors, and an International Ad-
visory Council, as favored by sev-
er al members· of the Rouse For eign 
Affai rs Committee . 

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 

We offer no form l etter or 
organized writing effort, 
but if you are at all con-_ 

with · the future o£ 
Peace Corps, take it upon 
yourself t o write your con-
gressman and senators . lf 
a l etter is sent to: 

The Honorabl e 
House I Senate O£fice 

Buiading 
Washington, .D. C. 

it will arrive, and hope-
fUlly, read as well. 
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To: FMP From: RJMC 
Pl ease bring Millie Jackson's 

albuin 11Feelin 1 Bi tc""r11 to the 
' HJ ' city. 

Ray, I hear you 1ve been bloWing 
your lungs out with that s <..%. 
Clean up your act for a pas· de · · 
deux to Sent:lJnental J ournexu ... 

Ruth..Marie 

To: Anasara Ann · -
Hello, from Anasnra Sara. 

{I rV . . "'• \ . . ._...,.,._.· .. +->. .i ' :. ' . .. - .LJ. -I-I . \ J s )_..: I 0 '\ I '(' I \JI_.l:.· 1::'\ J (.. t .. L TYli..<.· . 
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To: Shirley and Mike - . 
You 1ve gi ven popcorn, wine, · ldnd 
words when I've needed them, and 
most friendship. Think-
ing of you and wishing you con-
tinued happiness. 

-ME 
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 

A SUNSET IN NIGER 
The African sun se ts to the west, 
Golden hues against the billowing clouds, 
Fringed by fiery aniber rays 
Melting into the turquoise heavens. 
The African sunset marks 
The end of today, . 
The beginning a new 
The closing of the past, 
The opening of the future. 
On the borders of · di-eams 
All Africa sleeps. 
In the frontiers Of hope 
Africa will awake, 
And then • • • • • 

-John Lemon 
Gc?p 

To: B.B. B:ill -
·Babu hankali. Still 
love· ya . 

A friend.. 

To: t hat old codger 11way out 
ther e 11 - Sorry we missed 
our Easter Br eak Zinder 
Drink. We 111 just have. to 
double our efforts in Ma-
radi or Niamey in June ! 

Forever Young 

To: David from the Diffa r egion-
Happy 25th on the 25th! 
Read your interesting arti-

·cle - with· mixed emotions. 
l ove, Ycur barber 

To: Swmada -
Happy Birthday: ori May 11. 
See you in June. 

l ove, Smnada 

To: GeorgGnne -
Happy Birthday on M<lY' 8. 

-Schalmei & friend 



. -::-\ l-1erre McGeh ee lucke (t out on her way to 
f _ \ . -·;1 ,. \ f or t he Cha.'11pionnat Scol a ire ., Her vehicle -u-----·:. ',, ) over !:.urn-;)d, bu t she :r.e0cived no i njury. ·'!hat 

"'- / ;.;as luckJ fo. r t hose •rho di d s ince she wa_s 
-- ·· .;: _ . ei1a'ol ed ·co r:;ive a 1 ::. t- t.l e demoonstr a tion in 
· · · · · · _-' . .. -f-t 'l \·J- -l-od lJ••"! le' .• 11 t i - ( .. · · _ ... ._.., ,, a.l. o a nu-.. -· .... r epe an n 

- :··:, · · Cc::;t is .. as l ong as it's 
guaranteecl to •ror k., & , , oLal.i.Tie TuJJ.c:: f0u nd :.t c1 c.ul t. -to distinguish 
between dunes duri.ng a vae atior:. t o t."l ·· dt:lf:ert;... seeking a 
little pri Yacy f or .J"GSt e1 fer.-. she eot. l ost. -· not once , but 
twice and 1-J'as for ced to r aise h9r · voi ee fo::::" he:.:pn I gtlf''3S some things 
do all look alike., ... ., .A:tt Det tge is nm-1 He : s now a Diologi-

. c'al Fisheries 'Te ch nician wor k i ng for the National" Marine Fishe rie s 
Service . His j ob e<1ta ils going ou t .on f i shinf5 bo-ats t o count the . num-
ber of fish a nd porpoises k5.l l edo In his mm wor ds, he ls ·:ttnot 
the most popu J,ar. !!lan ori boat., :: Ne'I•T 8668 Hurlbut St;., San 
Diego, GAo ?rd.E?.r those r idicul ous, ab- . 
surd, i gnora nt, outrageous r l:.i1ior s abo'llt. Lou.:a nd Earl· · 
to a hal t, :'.et be _knmr:1 he only:·]:iv-es ·a t h er house, 
he doesn ' t • .,.J e nnife:':" Ya nco i s busy ai:i school bUt would 
like to hea r f r om 1402 }1axwell Lane, D1oominf;ton, Indiana 
•••• .Alan Cex.-Tanout )_ is wor king for USAID in Kenya - c/o ·Ameri- . -, 
can Em'Qassy, ,_Nairo'Qi., A place t o s tay? ., •• u Bob Squire s i s/ wa s doing 
a stage in Ougadou GQu .. If h e 1s in Ni amey by nm-J", he ' s suppose dly 
coming soon·;, ... . Ray and Pam_ Pomf r.et..S·:::.eH·ar t tv-er e .evacuat ed from Chad 
to Gabon bef,ore · t aking ·t.he· trip s ·c.'ltGside, He -:-ra3 a Niger val for a 
few. months · but l ove preYnil ed., o. oSomc other ex-Chadi a ns wer e in Zinder 
and. Niamey.'; ' before going to the USo From storie s t hey 
tolci us, -pcvs ther e had problems f r om PC/Washington than they 
did f rom t he fie;ht inc ., o •• • 'Ihe Post February 25th that 
the· expected nomination o:i for mer· Oh:Lo: Lt.- Gover nor Richar d Cel este as 
PC-.Director has sparkerl. net.; i t:fi p)lJu'5_nr; a t ACTIONo The Post sai d the 
conflict,- involves the ACTION E:'lplo:,,·ec:G Union anrl t he aeency 1s Deputy · 
Director, Mary Ki ng.- 'Ine Union sayr; Kihg i s pus!.1.ing Celeste 1 s nomina-
tion as a politi (>i't.l pay -off to . Ohio Democr ats , and t hat she is going 
over the ·he.?.d of ACTlGN Directo!'·; Drov-rn., . • vias clefeated in . 
his bid for t he governor.sh::..p of ''J:1io J.nst No-;renber .. . .. _ 
to Shirley_ S·tanton anrl Nike Godfrey on their marriage on May 
5. 'It 1 s hard to come up 1r1i t.'l e n o:riginnl sort of c ongratul a tions, so 
"All the bestt'_ v-rlll hnYe to acciclents ar e in sea .. 
son in Ni mney, .: Te::TJ Spoe:::·ing a nd 
Nalepa all brtl: i sed/ skinned/ scraped their litt l e bocl:tes i n j ust a space 
of three 't-J'ee!(s,,. •.• Hanb::r of not only doles out her manda t 
to he r friencls . ·G."ler e bu t also dir;s in-to the pc.nk?. ts of eues t s . All is 
not ·sweetness ann. liglri:. >v:j.tn thnt appl e-cheeker , however, since she 
has a pencha nt for ctupinr; yo".lng, :i.rmocent ·.-.i5.:ito:-::; into rirl. inr..; on the 
back of he r mobyl e t te a nA then searchinr, out the wor st r oads in t own, . 
hoping all tlw ·wh_j_le :for.:_an Now the story can b e t ol d••• 
•• Yvonne wants everyone 1rri·th m:)by: ettcs to w1·i t c ::er fo r their 1979 

Make sure you-1 rc up-to- date because a cr2ckdown i s possible 
•••• .Ther e 1s a :bempor ary PC Doc ·(;or unti l Dob l1'i ntchelL At 
that time w6 should be ge'tting one of our very owD. previous ly men-
tioned her e .. Eugenia , the E::nba ssy t-Tur s c , i s a l s o from Fr ance , 
so the r e '1s no call fo r stoici sm l'lmerican ' Ambnssador, Mr. 
James, was , r ecently for hen::· t He ' s r esting a nd 
recupe r a tinG i n PD.r i G for a f e•-1 stD.ff have t he ir ha nds 
full w-ith· t he fo:.: the snnmer Onni bus ·t.raininr,, Last count 
the number ·of stagiaires vias 2 -t l\12 of a:1asaras to get t o 
know ancl l oVGo And -to '':1e ;)$'1';--,-;n f rw ,.,.-tf'+.,. .. _ ,..,_ ... 

' ':. 
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been reassigned to Ta nzania and Hele n Sittner to Liberia. No fonnal ad-
dresses, but assumertly you can write t o ·the Office in the respective 
capital citie s and the mail will be people have asked 
U Carolyn 'Payton 1s address is availabl e . I rlon 1t have it - can anyone 
help? ••••• Same l ate- arrivi ng personals: to everyone: Greetings from the 
DUNEJ ••••• To Terry '!'ahoua ann Geor ge lbrndi: H:me l oose , Dros! ••••• and 
finally a question f r om the s.t:icks (no wrry do I want anyone tdl think it 
canes from m:Y: mind): lrlhat is meant by RPCV (Returner! PCV)? What ever 
happener1 to t he non-returned ones? . 

# # # II # t1 # ll II II i,1 :11 1,1 II II II tl II II II II II l.f II # # II II II II II II IF II 

NOTES FROM NIAMEY 

Thi.s past month hcs been a very busy one for the PC/N staff. As we do 
every year at this time, we once again evaluated our current projects ann 
Made .plans for the corning years. It t-rns a month of much reflection and 
also much satisfnction. E;rery indica·iiion we have from the goverment is 
that Niger is very satisfied with your work. In almost every service the 
number .of r equBsted this year is higher than for last year. 
Mamadou met with the Presid.ent ann was told of his appreciation for you. 
Two volu.nteers, J ack R-ollins and Thorn "Moussa" Shaw, were give n commends. 
tiona by the Director· of Eaux et Fore ts. We are extremely proud of you 
and the work all of you ·ar e going. Congratulations to Jack and Moussa ·and 
also to the r est of youn And when you ar e being congr atulated, we feel 

work is worthwhile as 
During the course of our staff v i sits and your trips into Niamey, a rrumber 

you have offer ert suggestions f or improving your programs and the train-
ing you rece ived., Thanks fo r your help.. Some were incorporated into this 
year 1s goals f or program and improvements• For those of you who 
still have suggestions, particularly for tra ining, don1 t hes itate to let 
us know. 
What will the coming years l ook like for PCV's? Assuming no major changes . 
in our rela tions with the government, "tore ;shoulr1 see more and more volunteers 
in the Ag/Rural Development sector, about the same nJ;DTJber in Health and a · · 
small reduction in TEFL with the same total number in the Education secto!', 
Here 1s how our plans work out sector by sector: 
Ag/RD: From 25 volunteers in f ive ·programs l e1st year we will have abrut . 

twice thnt number in 7 programs vthen this summer1 s training is over, 
One new Coops, will stcrt this fall. For all the other 
projects a t l east the volunteers l eaving will be r epl aced and some 
new posts openedo 

Health: The Health Education proje.?t 1r1ill be no l on p,er after the departures 
of Ar dis anct Car ol this Septembero We 1ve had volunteers in he·alth 
education since 1964 so Rppropriate we move on now. Nutrition 
Education will adrl about 10 new posts as Health Professionals di d 
qbout the same earlie r this year , 7 new ones to be exact. 

We ·tvlll begin reducing the TEFL program from 42 t o 38 approxi. 
mately this next At the same time an emphasis has been put 
on placinp, volunteers. in non-rural schools and not in the capital · .· 
and into more teacher educati on posts. Youth Development will grow 
with more time being spent by the volunteers in the des 
Jeunes work., 1rle also anticip;lt e a new pr oject in Functional Liter-
acy to be P,in next yearo 

··' 
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will be our biggest training yet. Gaston Kaba 
.. be the Training Director assisted by Bob Squires·. Missy Ger:: Jd. wW. 

\1$ tpe Heelth Coordinator, Ewtt the Ag/RD Coordinator, DS:U CamJ7 
-., lD Coordinator and Jennifer Yanco will return for TEFL. As 

ounds now we expect the tollowine trainees to arrive on July 1st:-
Nutrition Education ••••••••••• 13 
mFL ............................ 23 
Youth Development •••••••••• ·••• 6 (8 in total) 

Coops. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1. ( 8 in total) 
Pest Control •••••••••••••••••• 6 
INRAN ••••• l 
Forestry-•••••••••••••••••• ." ••• 10 
Range Management ••••• •••••••• 5 

3 (4 in total) 
in edrl1tion, three· volunteers fran Chad and :-:- ne from Tunisia •..rill be join. 

the group this summer. We hope to <;to the French training in Niemey at 
the Univel'Sity, but 1-re 're not sure. And m<.r:-De national l a·::guag\3s in Marad!. 
(Do :you think John . Lord's house ·could hand.:;_.:; 61 people?) 
We1.J-1 I a1most made it through the Notes a jokeo 
1h1s is not· n joke: ;if you want to take ei·:::hc:c- French or national lang\laee 
with the new "trainees, let your APCD knm.r 1ve '11 try to include you. 
1\\e •ate.st news is the arrival of Dr • Dob \.': lvho will with us 

June as the PCHO. He comes to u c i!·:.::.! Se·negal where he -worked on 
aft A1D cin the Senegal River. Deb .:;.e:·n be fo-..tnd mos·b often at the 
Medieal Unit, the old Rat house nm-r the D0;': .s house, or wandering around 
town with a re:l bandanna. His home phdme :ts ':'2.,29t>63. The Medical Unit 
hours are 0 - 12:30 and 2 - 6 each weekdn.r a;·!d 8 - 12 on Satur days.. ·Now, 
sigh, you can get sick. Thanks to all of -y·w ·i,rho waited he came, and 
special thanks to Merre for not gettine 
Other new news: As most of yoU knm-r Na,,rm-reek, PC has· a net..r 
rector, Richard Celeste. Don't know what changes we can e:>qJect, but hope-
tul4r he l-Till be able to put the Washingt.on house back in order. At least 
we all founct. out why Newsweek is sent t.o It's a rather expen-
sive but effective communication 
Have you met the new. trainees yet? At lsc:st. t.ho:::e of you on the road to· 
Maradi some., They a::-e :::aJ.1ed }'!ar,v Abra.·ns; Keith Collier, 
John Risley, ·Kern Gary Gervais -, Pd ;c:r<·- and Tom Ste inback 
joined them Q9 6th., Mary, Gary c."ld lirir::·.\ :dll -vrork at I NR!JJ.; Keith 
will work for · C1ID.t".STRE as a surveyor, and ,J o:!:;.n, Robert. anrl. Tom t.vill work 
tor Genie Rtiral as surveyors •. ·r.tary and Ke:_ th secretly married maey • years ago. 

' Finally, as you sit there sweating into Express :; :::-emember this: 
159 deys 'Wilu 158 · coid again.· · So be · - . : . 

{ . .',,w.. • I, :.: 

Ph .. .. ' .. _,.:r.u.-._8 
-· · D 

. ' • . . ' 
' · 

Some relevant quotations sent in ·from a .c-e:;,e vnm'-, -.rolunteer : 
is a little lonely in the .. oit :ts aj_so a little loMly 
among men. 

All men have the stars -but they 11re ;Jo t -the Sc:>JTie thing for different 
people. 

It is only wi th the heart tha t one can r·:tghtly; what is essential 
is invis ible to the 

I':;:-o::l 'lh"' Pr-irK .. e 
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SPO{tTS ·. ;--, . 

Springtime in _the tne:=!ns a plethora of sports sea;sons 
afresh or crawling t o an ove rdue .;finish. Hockey and bAsketball are finally 
calling ·it quits, while the end of baseball- spring signalled the 
beg-l.nning of the 1 r ea l thin[ 1 • For whatever s worth, the two-time 
defending ch,qmpion New York Yankees suffered one o:f the worst records of 
the 26 teams in spring trfl ining.- · ·· 

The biggest news of ' recent weeks the l;JCAA cqllege basketball 
tournament, won by Michigan Stqte. · The Sp'a'rtans met previousl y unbeaten 
and t opped-ranked State in· the final match. The ·ISU Sycamores 
finished 33-1, whil e nation,ql c hnmpi on MSU ended 26-6. Tiny DePaul 
University of Chicago (25-5) and previously unranked ?ennsylvania ( 24-6) 
also reached the final f our at the tournament in Salt Lake qity. · · 

Other top tenms in the country, with their r anks ann prior 
• t o the NCAA tournament: , .. 

jl 

# 2 UCLA (23-4); #}North Carolina (23-5); #5 Notre Dame 
#6 Duke (22-7); #7 Arkansas (23-4); #9 LSU (22-5); #10 Syracuse (25.3); 
#11 GeorgetoWn (24-4); #12 Marquette (21-6 ); #13 Temple 
#14 Iowa (20-7·); #15 Texas (21-7J; · #16 Purdue (23-7); #17 .D.etroit 
#18 Louisville (23-7 ); #19 San F.rancisco (21-6 ) ; #20 Tennessee .(20-11) 

With few regular-season hockey games remaining, the ·standings · were: 
r • 

CAMPBELL . Wf,LES CONFERENCE 
Smythe Div. Adams Division 

1-1 .· L T Pts. W . L , T Pte. .. ' 
Chicago 25 34 13 63 . . Boston 39 21 12 90 .. . ' Buffalo 32' .. 25 ·15 79 Vancouver 21 41 11 53 ' ,, 

St. Louis 17 43 12 46 30 31 
_J .. 

Colorado 14 50 9 37 _Minnesota 27 33 11 6Y 

., Pa tri6k PI v. > ; Norris Div. · ·· .. 
. NY, Isla·nders 46 13 13 105 Montreal .. '46 16 10 
NY Rangers 39 24 9 87 Pittsburgh 32 28 76 
P!liladelphia 35 23 14 84 Los Angeles ' . 31 30 ' 11 T3 

' ' 
Atlanta 37 28 7 81 1ilashington 21 37 15·· 5T 

Detroit ,. 2'0 36 16 56 
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?: ? ,? · ? ? ? ? 

. .; WHAT IS IT? Everybody has seen droodles before, those strange ded.gns 
that look like nothing and turn out to be sanething obvious, albeit a 
littJ.e ridiculous. Try your deciphering skill with these three, and 
send in your favorite - but skip the "giraffe walldnp, by a window", 
we 1ve all seen that one. Answers on a later page. ' 

' I . - ·- = "'7':\j -o 1 
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Th§. A 
by T t 

My goes t c· :.:;eople 
Who must. s t uci:y day s 
To l eaz·n the stubbora English l anguage 
And it3 e nigmatic ways; 
For I sympathi,.,e ·with him who 
Doesu; t qui te know where ne 1 s headed 

a mazA of do 1s in Neg' s & Q's 
they are imbedde d; 

And t hos e orthog-£·avhi..:: hCi.":cors ; 
Y O\Je).s spelTecl 

G'n ; s S:)Unds 
I n ud:r·aughtn · :m1 ngt.o .. :: l.n and unau ghtily11 ; 

I an certa:t i.t1 ac.r..i tj_ "!l " 
Ti1a+ T·,ua·; ,..,a· C--.-::.p nc1d 1"' ·1:J .. f ' .. v c.0 .. vt:> ,/ J . v"" :...4 .., r .. . l l . . 

l:·::mfusi ng t ag c:ons G:n;.c -t::.or1s 
· a"' · ·i-, "'·r · .• ,> yo·ll? 11 

u. u c::.. .. .J. ... ..J .J J. l ... -c.. . l 

Wel:i... for fore i P,;n languages 
'I.n2 1 e be ot n&r 
Tn<=:t have 110ra deterrj_ng structures 
f\ s pec-'u ... t -9r:se a r(l v o:Lce s ., 

I ;, - ... (.: o.'e nv h"'PP. ·y ....:. v "" cu u ,.v -'- o " 

As 1 s it above thG di n. · 
'I'ha 1i I : or: -C.t".e ::. ;,:s'idE' , .Lonln ng o·.1 t 
Not 01:-."tside i o!il:•:.i:-.g i n<-

C; C>l1"\:;ri butcci. by Car ol 
PirD .. Ke:;,.ta 

•' . 

¢b.¢;+¢4¢4¢4¢4 ¢4t ¢4 ¢ 

Answers t c ti 'I'ri ple 

Those of y o.: GGr:tir!g f r om a 
"' v· .. u• . r.r; . : · · -':,.,rndi ng 

:)f the 
mic}::s +ha i"· lJeopl e t o 
gJ.\ ' E: ·,JP .. Off er 
y ow.· }_:I0<il e •1f;0 t c· t he DirecL· 
tor of the T.:.mbo'ia Nati on al e , 
Bas i e; h'Ul'71C:l'! g:('eed? 

- Handic ap end pub-
l ish --. :::- ··,c i ng :')·"11 pr i or to 
·i:,hc ·"".o:r S' ' ;,·.:-:; 83 H l your ar ea(> B . . . ,, I auJ.,. ' ...• c ;". ;:=-s :.. · , sorry; 
"\ ,., . c ·· ... ., 

• ··• ... "' ' 

Ch a::.:-:. : es:: J ·.;:: fer;' workers, 
Dr-•,p· •· r-tl· ·' '·e·; -1 <·:· .;·,..., "(' i<"ola nut . l.. ,_ ..... . I. A. loo _, . .. .,1 , , 't, .... ·- s. - ..... 

a6.n.:i...., ·:· 
UtiJ .. t .,.:.e 0 .:·. dr:i.vers 
al'.a( . :. 11·::: • t ... i. • • ... d r, 
1 nt:;: oJ ... ., .. ,!e £)c 'i.g L"Je t l adi e s 
tc ·•· .. y , ··" : oduction 
to . .r;o 1Tt0!·:.· 

of q J.a..LJ.:c.,y 
... & •. ,_ .. .. ,:_ a te'lej> ... 

. . . ... . - ... .... -.. ; . . .. ·r: vill" a e p_!lOC!'-' , '"· r. -'··" ')t. ... g o 
Worr:cm · :.:; r aising 

., i!H f·P.-,... pageant 
.. : ... (...! • • ,)1, • • ·' 

- S·r:1c 7:·.0 ::- 1,.' .. 1,:·,. ·x; t 'r!.e 
ga:('d at;d Ea."ti1el· ·.L.""lformation 
in 0 1 cL.: vn:·>-·i,c a s chedule 
ol: .;;2.::.. a ·f . so 
as 1io D.elr: p3 o')l e av oid long 

J.:J.: , "J dU .i. " e-ve 
" di p :2 . ba:c 
3 gt...m . .. 3 l -1i r 

h am 14. g ag 
, , ·C,ip ' l5u 
Dr ":)eb 
7 . lot. ")_( " ., 

B .. pen net 
9 ·· hop 19" tie 

10., key 20 < ni p 

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ . 

Some o;f y ou mcy be exr.;e :r·iel1cing 
in i'ind:Lng a :>ecc.l'ldacy/ 

su:mme:c projec t.. Bel o'W ar e 8o1r1e 
possibilities. -v.Jhich probab1y have n 1t 
oc curre d to ·youc knbws? Maybe 
one will" mesh with y our 

· Th.ose . with .mec!1a:Ji oa:_ minds could 
t e ach peopl & l i.C \v t o r::;oup llp en-
gines anP, 9onver t mobylettes to 
chopper s " Be. sic ht'.m "'.!1 SJ!eer.? 

Wha t 1s yc':r for? We 've 
all b ee·r, :Lr,fonne•:: b,y- tr.iends that 
their ·.1c:s t:.e· be s t - ___ , 
wel l. 'C.l:r: s 
From' ·w 1ve gathered 
the 'oa Lu.-i a dd to it 
or wi th t .. : 
Nadcuc. .. 
Guidan .. F .... & pestJ.es 
Mil.,..,.·, ·-1 · .,:. - . .., ··y· - •·•·-- t" d UV·-· .l 
Balevc.:L a · 11].:!!lh :d ;r, 

- 6 jeweJ.r y 
Hat<rJ'I.b"\•8 ... rc..··u .. ms 
Tessact:.a · · 
ZindF:c 
Magaric:. · S :!..oathel ' goods 
D ., ' . \. ogonooc, ·r.;:·.i';.L .•. , 

/ 

Life :' t_. .h.ap{"le r..G 
you 1 :r·e ! •1H {'L np 

f,0 yuu while. 

... J nonn 

..• ·. 
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found on a banco wall in Keita t own (thanks, Carol) 

*************************** ********* 
TRICK and The Mystery of the Missing Footprints 

No one in the village No one in the village knew. No 
one in the village wou:ld have even considered the possibility. As a 
matter of fact, no one in the vill age woul d have known Trick Dacey from 
your average anasar a Bloe J ow in towne But this un-average, un-der 
cover, un-cognito Unasara, casually walking to work day in and night 
out, sanr-uing and ina kwanaing Americanly , was not your typical 
cam in the bushes. No indeed. 'Ibis American wns not only a PC Volun-
t eer, but the famous, world-renowned, ever popular Trick Dacey in one 
of his multiple disguises - this time a mild_ an nne r ed miss. 

One cool breezy February starry eve ning, Trick Dacey MMMV 
mild mannered mi ss) was having an uh-usual American the urge 
for popcorn surged through his so he decided t o share this actual 
physical want of popcorn with the 1 contact with the American worl d in 
this r emote village., Doubled over from the addiction, which I might add 
is a dangerous addiction i n the bushes, merely because suppl y is lim-
ited, he drug his PC body to the other Vol's metal door. They ate, 
chowed down, pigged out and discussed l ife an d Then our hero/ 
heroine , depending which disgui se you're thinking of, walked hame again 
while shaing the iska of the African evening. 

Home and content at 8:oo, Trick Dacey snuggled down in his sleep-
ing bag, indoors - he sensed too much col d in the MMM ' s body at 65 de-
grees; it1s too col d for the MMH to kwana waje (you know how misses 
are), but never forgetting all the while the days of fairing a little 
camping at 30 degrees or l ess in the home country. Back to the nzy-stery -
Soon sleep captured Trickts mind and his body drifted over the miles, 
over the mill et fiel ds, rain forests , oceans, Appal achians and finally 
arriving homeo At 6zoo AM; Trick felt the urge , shall we say, a basic 
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human urge - BHU- (shall we tell Sam about that one?) to hitsari, so 
·he unlocked the door from the ireide Cone can never be too· safe in a 
remote African village, another left-over American phobia), only. to be 
rudely awakened to the fact he was locked in from the outside! The 
broken l atch had been carefully placed to block his exit. 11Hubalu, 
exclaimed Trick. l e tting his brute strength i ntervene betwee n logic 
and Spewing forth with a l ong American sputtering .of vul-' 
garit.&ies, he proceeded to climb out of the small banco kitchen window, 
wondering which witch or weirdo unrulily r endere d his wretched metal 
door unopenable. Huffing and Habaing after a trip to the caving-in 
WC, Trick miraculously chamged - the daint,y pink nightgown transformed 
into a collared-up black trepchcoat; a .magnifying glass suddenly aP-
peared in his now hairy hand,. a black hat s prouted on his head. Bent 
over in the dawn's breaking light, Trick crouched in order ·to identify 
the evil ·· bold culprit=s footprint3, he who had so rudely 
him from hits aring. 11How could anyone climb this wall to do this? 
Must have be en that sinister SpidE?Iman again. 11 grumbl ed Trick 
It had been many watas s ince this ·transformation was needed; · .h e had 
been io s role for 1nany kwanas. 11Ah hah!", he said, excitedly 
sighting the · slime 1 s footp!.ints. · Again he sighted one, and again. He 
turned around triumphant:!:-:Y .to analyze the · size, shape; qual i t,y, depth 
and flip-flop texture.. 11Herde of shanut 11 , he screamed, cracking the 
early· dawn 1s sh:inunering silenqe.· ncan I believe what ·great fault I 1ve 
conunitted? I 1ve forgotten in· my animated excitement tha·t all footprints 
can seeri in this soft sand, ·not only the : cul prit' s! 11 · He slowly and 

pl aced his f lip-flop · next to the suspect's print. 11 I can't 
believe it, 11 he said hysterically, "Size 1 0 .. 1/ 2 ; check; shape -basic 
marke·t styl.e, .check; 5oo fr. model, slightJ.y 

1 used, check; depth - about 1/8 11 , check,; texture - criso-crossed bottoms, 
check.u ·. Trick Dacey· had been tricked again. Twice ! Once by the slimy 
culprit, and once by, well, he hated to admit it - hmmmm, Mil d Mannered 
Miss, of coursel 

§ § s s s s § § § 5 5 5 5 5' § s § § s 
To: All PC Directors :=!nc'l TJS· Ambassa-

'dors 
From: Sam Dr01m, Direc tor : ACTION 

President. -c has nominated Rich·-
ard Celeste Peace Cor ps Director ., 
We are of this appointment and 
certain 'Jhat the Peace Corps, under 
Dick's l eadership, will f iliourish • . 
Dick was a il honors student, at 
where he w.to·tc a thesis on Pan..Afri-
oanismt African history having been 
his major field of inter est., As· a 
Rhoens Scholar at Oxford he conduc·!:.-
ed research on US African policy., 
In the early 1960's he served as a 
PC staff member in the office of 
volunteer support. He spent 4 years 
1n India at the specific request of 
the Ambassador, during which time he 

. the PC program., He travel-
led 6o,ooo miles throughout the sub-

Nith a Special interest 
in agricui tnral production and com-

development. · 

Among his special i 'ntcrests since 
India have been housing, neighbor-

·hood development and the global 
dimension of agricultural needs. 
On the former he has been active 
lvi th a number of conun'l).ni ty and 
ne ighborhood efforts in Cleveland. 
1rlith r espect to the lntter, he 
has helped author a pnper for an 
interchurch committee established 
by the Council of Chur-
ches, and ttvo years ago visited 
West Afr ica to look at fdod pro-
duction problems. He an.d his 
vnfe visitert a number of European 
countries to reeional de-
velopment strategies of the EEC. 

•. . 

Hw was a member of the Ohio Legis-
lature for 4 years and was later 

ted Lt.. Governor. In the 1 ast 
election h e \vas an unsuccessful 
candidate f or governor. 
He are deeply grateful to Mary 
Leyland for having s e rved PC vig-
9rously anct prodUctively in this 
difficult nP.r1 nn _ 



BALLAD OF 1HE RAT PATROL 
. * with guitar chords 

->"'C Gh t:; 1. Hungry rats, in a the fields 

Manging mil, and 
F G Rats who ate, ·and raped and stole -

G7 G Enemies of tl1e Rat Patrol. 

2. Trained to live off Niger's land, 
Trained in combat teeth -to hand. 
Rats who fipht and'take their toll, 
Fearl ess· is ' the Rat 

3. Formaldehyde, traps, cotton, baffles, · 
Wire, gloves, LandRovers and moth- · 

balls -
This. and more to achieve their goal, 
Equipment promised to the Rat Patrol. 

4. Poisons, traps, cleaned habitat, 
It was too much for any rat. 
Survivors r an back to their holes 
Defeated by the Rat Patrol. 

5. Their work now done, f:atrollers rest. 
'Twas their persistence that got the 

pests., 
Take heed all gerbils, mnstomys and 

You' ll get. no mercy from the Rat 

- baffles: metal guard put on silo legs 
to rodent-proof · 

- mastomys: common pest rat, close rel-
ative to the Black or Roof 
Rat 

t n ·.: . . - 4bb LGwie 
I Ecuza · 

######## ############ 
Chess 

Rule #1: No one wins . 

KING: 

BiffiOPS: 
ROOKS: 

KNIGHTS: 
PAWNS: 

- Nana Mariama and Hadiza 
Zinder 

Bak1 i 
Sarki (Mercedes hood ornament) 
Elhadjiya (gold t ooth) 

(gris-gris) 
Mosques (prayer bead) 
Fonctionnaires (1 fr. piece) 
PCVs (peanuts) 

YOU T.RY TO BE RELEVANT, BUT. -• • 
After spending 

composing BHN 3e my volun-
teer j ob satisfaction rose a few 
points on the dadin aykii scale 
when I read this effort of one of 
my students to fill in a dialogue 
as part of a Breve Bl anc• In case 
you cannot figure it out, the stu-
dent's r esponses are in caps. 

A: DO LIKE ME? 

B: Yes, Madam, how much would you 
l ike? 

A: DID WU KNOW HOW MANY KILOS ARE 
THERE? 

B: I'm sorry, I didn't hear very · 
well. How many kil os did you 
say? 

A: WHO IS YOUR giRLFRIEND HERE? 
B: Here you are, Madam. Is there 

anything else you would like? 
A: DO YOU KNOW 'lliE COST OF ENERGY 

FOODS? 
B: How many cans? And how much 

peanut oil? 
A:· TELL ME SOME'IHING ABOUT LIFE 

IN IBlillAN. 
B: There isn't much oil left, and 

there aren 1t many either. 
Would two cans of fish and a 
liter of peanut oil be enough? 

' A: MUCH COSTS FOOD PRODUCTION? 
B: Oh, two kilos of rice is·one 

hundred and sixty francs, two 
cans of fish is one hundred 
francs and one liter of peanut 
oil . is one hundred and fifty 
francs. Four l;i.undred and ten 
francs altogether, Madam. 

.. : ! . . . .· :- l'ullar .. , 
:i i . ·, · .... · I :· • ' · • Katamaye .· · 

#################### 
Fari 

Sam Brown (empty tp roll) 
Phyllis (half- eaten bei gnet) 

. · ... Doctor/Nurse (Flagyl _) 
H0stels (sardine key) 

·'APCD ( Rover key) 
PCVs (goat droppings) 

r DROODLES; ·-.. 1) converten rice; 2) partial eclipse of a seed bun; I ! 3) voting. . . .. -··-. ----· ___ , ________________ __... _____ ..... - ------ ----



PYRAMJ]) S ARE POSSTILS 

F gyp t, :i..s d·:;L::..r.i i:-ely a place to · 
conside:..' for vacation,, Although live 
heard v a:r.vying from other 
peopl e ;, 1 renlly enjoyed 

A : .. ..:·-:tl . ·. c.-0 Em-
1· T' ·•. ,. B· . .:: ,·c..· :L· ·: n N1· amey .:JJ .... Jo.- -· .... v .. ·-'- ..... ........ _ _;, .... • 

It should only· 'Ihe Am-
bassador is an nice gentle-
man who 5peaks Englisl: very wello He 
sat us dovm in his office and asked 
us why we wanted to what we were 
doing in Higer, if we had any travel 
plans e tc. 

Americ<m ·tr;::vel er 1 s· checks can be 
. .s\t, ·?.:1 ·Jut after · a 

cerilaii1 :1r.:·JU(J t ·::/OV- must- receive per-
mis r.ricn .:-r .... m ·J.-.c 11:.::.r::;_3 of Finance 
t o exchanP:."J 1\: ... · -t.hc-r, I advi se setting 
aside .< ;;:,<;;. · .;· co,: ::·;. J :.l taken 
care I t's good t o that 
no country outs i de of· French--speaking 

tril l ·::-.,J-u.c';t CFA, not even the 
Fre nch ba n.lcs ., 

Egyptian c\,;,:::rency is in pounds 
with coi ns in n:'.es tas, All coins are 
in Arabi:; <:::ld might be a . tri-
fle confu.si.ng '·J'" first.-. At the air-
port · in ' 'ai:ro you ::> . .:-·e obligated to . ex-
change the cq1.j.vol ent of $150-200 on 
·r:me spot, ·::.-.".0 th:rec banks that 
print the money ·i.·r. •:: ,:-. l:i.ttJ.e con-

. 
I fle-., dir ec t f r om Flying 

out of Nigeria :Ls a l ot cheaper than 
from Niamey but )"J"J. take a lot more · 
riskso If vo<.: :cead B5ll Mile·s 1 arti-
cle about hl3 ·:...::-::..p i-,o you limder-
stand uc.a be a .:·eal drag. 
I bougn' t ··1· · · . . ; :· · , t -.t· C x r ... s F,brJ.·c · • I;} .. .,,., , •'• ..- J •• .J. t l. r..1 

Shop in Zi nder ::or the equivalent of 
200 Naira (bnc i-rrJ.y ) , Sg,vp Un-
fortunately '} ·:;hat. ser-vice is no l onger 
offe1ee d, and you 'IWUld h ave to buy a 
ticket yoursel f unless you have other 
connections , 

As soon as you leave Cairo Air-
port, y ou "-"ill b e surrounded by t our 
guide to sell you a 
to:.lr , a re .ve_ry exp<:lns ive but can 
make l ife easi er for 

There ar e a.:1 .:tbundnnco of places 
to stay in Cai :ro" One poss ibility is 
a youth hostel i n which you ca n become 
a member on the spote I would suggest 
going there first ., If they don 1 t have 
room; i·hey -vrill gla(ny give you addres-
ses of cheap Most people you 
deal w:i.th as a tourist speak perfect 
Engl ish ., 

""' ..... ;"'4'· 

Eating in Cf.d.ro is also very 
inexpensive, The main street foods, 
mutton and salad, cost next to no-
thing_, flot to mention the appl es, 
oranges :< plums7. grapes; etc. that 
can b e foun.:i on street stands. · 
Also in the city ar e little shaps 
which sell fr i ed vege t able sand-
wi clies which are excellent and 

The Ni'le Hilton; one of 
the really plush hotels, has real 
American hamburgers and fries as 

as an Italian In 
the same hotel can be found a 
place to change traveler's checks 
and an Air Egy-pt t i c:;:et service. 

· 'I'he pyramids are a ways out of 
town, but taxis can be rented in ' 
the cit"Y., They 'tvill take you out,-
park,·let you mess ar ound for a 
while, where you want - it's 
nice o ·Be sure to bargain with the 
driver, buy him a cup of street tea •. 
We had one for an hour and it cost 
us f our .pounds or so. 

The Egyptian Museum is pretty 
incredible o Although there aren't' 
many l abels or informative plaques, 
the place is packed with art and 
murnmie s o It 1 s l ocated behind the 
Hilton., 'Ihere is also a silver and · 
gol d marke t which has some· absolute-
ly beautiful things to buy. 

On t he road out to the pyramids 
there are a lot of night clubs and 
gambling casinos. The floor shows 
in these establishments are inter-
esting and could be worth a trip if 
you 1r e tha t sort of thing. The 
onl y pl aces where you can buy alco- · 
hol i s. the&a clubs or the bigger 
hotel s , I didn't. see one bar on the 
streeto 

A train can be taken from Cairo 
to Alexandria, but public transpor-
t ation in Egypt is horribly run-down 
and crow'ded. Sound familiar? Alex-
andria is fun. The sea food is 
great and sw:imming i s something I 
r eally missedQ We f l ew t o Luxor and 
the Valley of Kings and Queens tram 
Cairoo Tha t place i s really amazing. 
On the same f light you can cmntinue 
to Aswan, but we didn't make the 
trip. 

Itve written this hurriedly and 
without much thought beforehand. I.f 
you want more informa tion, feel free 
to write , 

.. Kevin King ,_ -- .. 



PEACE ''f) r':><l I ,., ,.Mnt·s H l,j . J.l.,.'. v I..J vr\..';. . .' . __ IJ : ... - .- ..J 1-U"J.r ' 

REPRESEUT .. - Maryl and & West Vir-
ginia: 

Must be accepted· into, or ba able 
to be accepted into} a graduate degree 
program in agriculture· at. the U, of 
Maryland, College Park, or West Vir-
ginia Universit,y, Mor gantown. Posi-
tions begin in June, The Coor-
dinator will be responsible for Peace 
Corps recr-uitment and awareness activ-
ities on campus o If interested and 
qualofied, p1.ease call Margaret Holmes 
Area Manager ; Washington Re-
cruiting 0ff j_ce ( 202) 2.54-7 346 in 
the DC are<'! ()r t oll-.fr8e at (Boo) 424-
8.580, 38., 
(I know, I knov1! b·J.t i.f you 
contact your .frwori te APCD,, he 111 as-
sist you to make the necessary "!lon-
tact. T""ne above is printed exactly 
as written i n rtOlLINEG) 

&&&&& &&&&&&&&&& &&&& 

ncareersn: a 
full of en-:.<3r tcining, m:oiased 
informa tion ·C..."l.nt tells you how to 
choose one of' the mil lion techni-
cal jobs that requi re only two 
years of technical training to 
qualify., Write: 

Box ll_L 
Hashipgton, DC 20044 

&&&& &&&& &&&&&& &&&&& 

200 ways to p1t your talent. to ;.vork 
in the heal field,., vT::it.e: 

Free Health C areeT.·s Booklet 
The Heal t h Council 
Box 40, Hadio City St ation 
New York7 NY 10019 

.& & & & & & & & &·& & &.&·& & & & & & 

The University of. Southern Galifoi"w 
nia 1s School of Public Administra-
tion is announcing .a new mas-Gerts 
program in Intergovernmental Man-
agement fea-euring practical work 

-experience through i nternship 
placements in the govern-
ment in Washington, .s t ate govern-
ment in and local gov-
ernments in the ar ea of For 

··:1 . . ... . •'. .,J{., 

info:rnmti on and. application mater-
ials, 1-vri te: 

Intergovernmental Management 
Pr ogram usc 

Washington Public Affairs Odnter 
.512 l oth Street, 
Washington, DC 20004 

&&&&& &&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 

AID contirroes to need applicants in 
maey categories. The Recrui""tlnent 
Branch is actively considering appli-
cations in t he occupational areas· 
consider-ed uopen Cont inuous Need"• 
For fur the:::' ;Lnfo:rn:.-3. t ::.on, ask for afl 
AID Recruitment Vacancy Newsletter, 

availabJ..s through the PC 
Bureau ., 

&&&& &&&&&&&&& &&&&&&& 

A catalogue listing the FREE infor-
mation (booklets; 
posters) published by the various 
US Government agE.ncies and depart-
ments - good sel ection from the 
Depa't'ments of Agriculture and HEW. 
Write : 

The Consumer Information 
Catalogue 

Consu.11er Inforrna tion Center 
Pueblo, Colorado 81009 

&&&& &&&&&&&&&& &&&&&& 

Returning to the San Francisco 
Bay ar ea? The Peace 
Corps Support Group is an indepen-
dent (from ACTION), informal group 
of ex- volunteers interested in pro-
viding support to volunteers re-
turning to the areao 

When they returned to the US, 
they found it difficult to adjust 
back to the 'lhe group 
was or ganized to aid others in the 
same · situation4 A contirroal in-
flux of new peopl e and new i deas 
is r equired to r espond to problems 
facing returning volunteers. 

After Action 
46.57 San Sebastian 

GA. 94602 
-- ·-.- .. , ... -- .... -----·-·------.... -· ·------- ·-···-·-· i Things do· not change; we change . ·· Thoreau, 



IN P!.M:IE mr T!'Ii",; PEACE OmPS .<.:lMITHS<NI.A:I.l PROGRAM •• ••• • • 

February l o/79 
Office of Programming and Training ( Uh"o) 

SUMMARY REPORT : 

/t..GTI (!II/l"eac e Corps 
806 ConnectL;ut Ave, 
\'lashit"1g"tCD._, D4)C: ' ' 052.5 

(l."! I:'EJi .. GE 1:r 
O<NSERV AT! CU AND Nili't..'VIl, 1'<ES OUKCE3 

1. INTRODUCITCN· 

- . . . The Peace Corps Office of Programming and Train:i.ng Ooordina.ti.on ( OPTO) 
an L.'1ter<lbc:::cy workshop on the Peace Corps r role in the development 

.' and conservai--ion of natural resources, \ihich took place from 12 noon to 3 PH . 
on December 1978. The persons who participated were from 

Qr as as,. . iA Apps?dt! 11 ;. 
,_ .... ,,:,, -. ·= , ;,· .-, · ·.. . . ·. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. : .. ... , t; . 

·. · ·'. -' . The reason for the meeting 11as : 1) to aJ.low an open diaJ.ogue m J>eace· 
··, Corps I ecaJ.s, p!-1..:Uosophy and activities in the field of natural resources ·. 

conservation; and 2). use this \Y'Orlcshop as a start:h-,g point to broaden Peace 
Corpst cooperation irltll of.:1er organizations w·orking in the area of natural 
resources deYelopment a..l'ld conservat:tono · 

Mary King, Di .:r.ec·tor of ft..CTICN, 1•Telcomed the participants. 
She emphasized thD .. t !i!J'r.Ia{/Peace Cor.9s is a.rnare ,·yf the importance of natural 
resources to people, and that thf> s leaders are firmly committed 
.to continu.:i.ne a strong program L11. the field of natural resources development, 
management <mel · 

2. MADI m:scusmarf PCU:NTS 

The \-rorkshop provided t he participants a forum for discussing views 
on Peace Co:rps r program clirec t ions in the natural resources field. Many 
questions a:o!ld sug5e:"tions ,.,ere o..ired.. Opinions 11ere frank, yet constructive, 
and the dialogue -:.-rat. a useful opener for future communications and cooperation 
between some of the groups and 1:he Peace Corps. 

fl m.:tm:)Gr of pers(».::s fE:l t th.::.t better communications between Peace Corps 
and conse!"'ratiru groups <.:,nd agoocies ·uculd help a.void ·the type ot misunderstan ... 
dings vhich emereed f rom the decision not to rene\t the Smithsonian contract. 
There was a discussion on the reasons for not extending tb..is contract. Tech-
nical boards, oeeting s other possibilities of better communica-
tions were 

rmy questi cr;J.s lrere raised on how the Peace Corps incorporates conser-
, -ijH;i.eq, e{jp.ecially t!.ildlif e proj ec -cs 2 _into its philosophy of grass roots 

antcl ,.,hat criteti:ia are .used to o;rc .4&!i! .411 
· emp asl.Ze .na. a conserva on pr0Ject can )e ev ope \'n.t a ocus t 

benefit poor people. Some specific Peace Corps from the field were 
brought cut li1cluding : 



f 

(a) CaSeS {fhere- ]J)caJ.. :f::>,l.-.:t>C":l.'lil 'beC·'\uge a_ ro 
. in;formo.ti.o n :t..o t11.-"llce p-ossible t ne mC1.1.1.:l£emer .. t ':)f. a. ldJ.dlife or bird species 
which ha s i1 :pest; (l-') "!lstD.D::;c;; POVs help ma.ke 1;)0ssible the 
managemei1."'G <:..f: il ·;7.: .• ..:.:_-:_i:f c . .::f:.:0r.!ies 'J. i s ::r\ p'!'..:,t:eli'l supply to 
rural PeOi)le • ("'I " C.Q"'fl. c-:he--<=> Pi!Vr.! ·."'':('h,,"' r ··':l f ·,, , u,.-:.,·lE"-'• ·t-o ... J • . ) _, __ ,.,.. __ .... ·- .... ,- .... ... .. . .. .. . ., ......,;,_..,.. - ...... 

di "":""\ ' ·'·-,-,- ' ... (' _ ... .. 4 ("lr .... ..,r ,- . ., -t·· ''•'•""') .. , . •r a•• • ... "'" ' l ,. 1- t a seasc v.__c"" --o; ,c: JT;..:c::t .••.•.. .· .. ,,., . •. - , ... J.•.-·, •.<!·-.: p. c •. r.:.;:r-!1...; ... :rcc.t pro,cc s 
watershed ic f0r f'rL'tec c;,_, ;;.:"J.:.;·,:rz.::ill ur.:tc.c su;;p .l.ies C' 

and 
and 

There uerc a-<camplc s c ... >n!:l poj.1d,"'rl out that both long 
short- term benefits are impo:r:tnnt, that often the 'lvn.> .<L•·"' ...,, o::>.,.ly Hnk-i_, 
cannot be separatedo 

Several raised questions about specialized versus 
type Peace Oorps Volunteers 0 Peace Corps, it was pointed out, prefers to 
recruit less specialJ.zed and available PCVs, 3uch as BA or 
foresters l·ri -th 1 to 3 summers field experience, then train them to do a 
well-def:inec1, limited a.ncl pla.cc these sldll.ed ... trained Voltmteers in 
villages" ss the:-e a rc c:lr-Jcs m')re h..iehly s!d.lled P0Vs are 
needed, f -:-.c.· exa:r_1dl0, •,;here one or t1:'C· Volt.m.teers cariy out the 
work of a mor0 recci:-rr,.aiss<k"1ce nature vhich l-rill ' eventuilly lead to identi-

•, 

fying \1-ays to place l arger numbers of Volunteers in · Specialists 
• _Iii: ·?-oUTd-pr(nr-icYc- · f m:- e.."Can:ple, :t."'l ento:nologist PCV might- _ . -----· .. 
__ , ·· : •:i$upport a number of more gener al Volu.l'lteers skiH -traine<;l to carry out 

.. ·.. ·· .. 1-rork. for crop protection. Finally, some countries 
simply place a.11 exceptionally hieh vuJ..ue en havj.r.g "l. '!?articular speci.a-

list t lw. t Peace Corps is J.blo to SUlJpl:r ec 

11A Basic Uum.a.n Needs F'crapcctive· on .. C;:>nsercat:ia,..,_ ProGramming, 11 a 
paper prepar 13d 0y 1·ras b.:lJ::tded out<> It describes the rru:lge of ccnser-
vation prcject possibilities under 11basic huma.."'l needsll umbrella.. <he 
person cormnea·ted t ha:c 11qu: !.ity cf life tr ohculd aJ.so be :included among the . 
pre-rc-;t::..sites for assess:li1.g whether a. good project contributes to the 
basic needs of 

In the response sheets tumecl in after the '\•rorkshop, several. partici-
pants voiced their definite of Pence Corps efforts to maintain and 
build prcerams their interest in assisting 
Peace Corpc :L:-1. a. 
A numl.ler or :i!.G() forth ,_j.l t ccbnicu.l C. OC'pr.lr ation. These 
suggestions n-"rc-: :Ust;Bc1 :h-1 Sec:t:io:1 3 of this report"' Cne iden on coopera-
tion severo.i perBr.:m; '!lll"'.n:tio.."'!.ed un.s the cf a !:"cecJ:mical. 
to advise and <J.;s,:iot Peace Corps in its approaches to progx:-am- . 
· • _,_ • . . 1 " · ' ' ., • - • It d mutg, t-ram:::ng C..t'lc. G:uppo:-..: ::1:1 -ro.e .tJ_e.ta. - wr,s 

by Pence Co:rps/OPTC thnt such a. board vTould play a ver-y useful role, 
tha.t its reco!t1Illendntions uould need to work the policy 

frame\iork of 11 bu.sic human needs 11 • 

3. POSSIBILI'l'IES 

The fcr!n sh•.Y:m :in. A::;pendix 3 lras distributed u.t the l'Torkshop. It 
offers exatL-rples of hmr Pence Cor_9s cun (o:c does) cooperate vrith other 

-: . prganizati9ns-. Pw.:;:-ticipa.nts \ferz u.sked t o respond to these ideas or to 
· 1 -"'17 ·: 'ildcli tl.C-<4'1hl stic::1s" Fifteen r esponses l'l'ere received from ten - :=• 

· organizations, either a t the meeting or during J unuary. There have been 
.. discussion s rrlth some The highlights of these various 

responses a r e st:Jlllllarized belm·r, g rouped three hea.clings for convenience 
of discussi on.,. 



\,.,., ... . • , - 'II. 

a) Proj('C"ts , Pers onnel Ex:change and Joint Training 

·---. ; •.. , . 

. 

- AID on fronts o For example.. 
in F''l-···80 t.'lP.r'\ i s t o be <m. AID cooperati ve forestry project 
lrith three '!'h £.r6. tr..i.s ·l'i'Ould be a good 
pO"ssibility for PC inputs int o :tr ain.ine or in participation. 

- The Organizati on of .American States (OAS) has projects tm.derway 
in seven where PCV participation c ould likely be verf 

· - There is potential for the u.s. natural resources agencies to 
assl.st PC in t he field ldth program development, project evalua ... 
t i on and trai.nir..g of staff ( A PC Director comment) • 

- The . -::.z;:r. c;-rnatic"!:'.cl Tra:ining Divi sicn can assist in finding 
or c•.ualiiiod traiuen/consultants ,,i_th PC thrcugh 
t he ..,; :._· L::temat:ionaJ. Cooperat ion and Development ( OICD) • 

... The Fish ..:m.d. W'.ildlife Service (Department of Interior) is defi .. 
nitely interested in developing t echnical cooperation with PC • 

- Africa.11. \-Jildlife l-eadership Foundation has had joint projects 
PC and contL'I1.ues t o be inter e sted. In cases, have supplied 

· .PCVs u i ti1 and guidance ., 

... US FOJ:'f?S t ·Je :':""ric?- hus a person n or .de't a iled to PC/OPTC and has 
a..'t :f0r other staff members of Forest Service to serve 

s hor t =term 0onstu tants abroad for PC. 

• Na::tional' (In'S) drmv up an agreement in 1972 to 
allm1 i ts stc.:ff t o cooperate \'Tith PC. This agreement needs 

NI?S i s als o taking steps to . detail. an employee to 
·. PC/OPTC in early 1979.. T'aere are many for-

staff or PCV training • 

.. USDA/Internatit:·:J.al Tr aining Division/Office of International 
.Coopere:.ticn e<nd . Development ( OICD) is ·UO\'l .assisting PC to 

. develop a -:rain.ing packag e_ for cne east .African c otmt cy; 
this i ;: the f exa.mpl e of OICD and PC cooperation in• conser-

programsn 

.. PCVs c &"1. a ssist in various "l!econdary jobstt of great 
:; value t o other or ganizations, such as field observations or 

surveys time involvement • 

.. Defe..11ders of not es that it has ti'a.iniilg :\'1hich 
PCVs could attend. " · · .. · ·· 

. . 
• Naticn,al .E.Lldlif.e and l•lildlife Ftmd. indicate the:.' 

could a Asis•: FO i11 locating consultant speciaJ.ists ·or.:trainers • 

.. PC/OPTC a pool in cooperation with US Forest 
Service iri 197 8 o This i dea has already been useful to others. The 
pool could be in conjunction with other organizations • 

.. AID regional. bureau environmental seminars, nOl'r planned, lvould be 
one good for PC staff participation. 



Information Ex:change and Technical. Backstoppil;J&.. __ _ 

.. Organizations such as National vli.ldlif'e Federation.-bav.e 
PO environmental activities and indicate that they will ccnt:inue.... 

- Naticnal liildlife Federation has publications available for PCVs 
or staff. 

, . 0 , .. , 0 : , • • knr pe'Hiii.I3a&t;e l4 ,;. qg ) 
I. o,;· . ."· :·"o.'!-( :-o·.-1'· ... 

0
: . 0 . • of llllJUts intcf1®wl1.·e: ·· 1 17.·· • .. ;: . 

• • . •. . ' ' j I : 'i I • ; ' • ' : • ' .... ' • • ' .. . - : I :· . 1· ' . .. ' . . :·: ! I I 

- 4D emphasi..""ed the need to share more specif'ic project information, 
such as technical report sharing. 

- More pamphlets, booklets, and other :i.Rformation fQ::- :listributicn 
to PO staff or PCVs in the fi.eJ. cJ. woW..d be very useful in light of 
the shortage of technical. information (A PC Director comment). 

• In those specialized areas where PC has no expertise, a technical 
working group might be formed to assist orr requests for 
tion • 

... There is a technical assistance branch ldth.in arCD of USDA. which 
is a useful source of technical informatim (in :uiditi<n to the 
other arcn areas of cooperation listed above) • . . 

· c) Technical Advisory Group 

.. Che point of interest to several rcspondants l'Ta.S the idea of an 
informal. advisory group or board, to assist Peace Corps in deve-
loping its conservation activities i:Uld :in improvine • 

.. Che participant from a conservation orgcnization pointed out that 
many misunderstanding&. have been avoided during 1978 if such 
a group had existede ·· 

Appendix 3, the handout, also noted some otheJ. potential areas of 
coopeat:i..ori where no commen-t-.o "'- rere ... -f-l,r-o varticipants. 

,..:..: ... . :·j • ·"-J· • ·------ --· - .. •••••• 

If PCVs in the field :b.dicate enough interest and if resources 
are available, a nel'rsletter for •·r1.1l be qta.rted either 
a.s part of another or sepe:.. .... ..,v.LY • 

.. Te.chnica.l Advisory Board· 

Because of the high interest in such a. board, it would be logical 
to move ahead en it :in 1979. 

5 • O<JotttENTS AND (](NCLtm: <W 

This report summarizes the results of the December 13 workshop and 
attempts to set some goals for PO/OPTC cooperative woik iJi conservation in 
1979. 

Any COIIIlle!lts, suggestions or corrections would be tll.s a.se 
address them to : 

David B. Ievi..t1e; Director, OPl'C 
Attention; Sam IWnlde, ConservatioD 'Joordinator 
Room 1,1-: · 
Peace Corps 
RtY\ -t:-i lrvA . • N .. "H ... 



Perdita Huston, i:lorti1 Africa Hear Asia a..'l.c!. ?acific { ) 
.Llegional Director for ?eace Corps , has spent a conaiderable part oi her 
career observing anC: \Jriti.ng about the vomen i a t he Third Uorlcl tlith 
vrhom she has lived an<l 

The attached article, "To Eon'l a Is a C:in1 " is a compelling 
statement of the coitclitions ancl of Third \'/Olilen • 
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AHD SOOR THE OF 
nr .NANY CULTURESo AFTER T.ALI(lNG TO 200 I"JQi.£tr llt 

· SIX C<lJUTRBG PililDITA HUSTOH FOOND Tr-J4T UESE:lTl·i!illT 
OF l·1ALE A PruNCIPAL YET 
HOHEN lJOT QUESTiai I:1ALE AUTHORI'fi • 

2 • 

· As a medical-social lvorker in ·a North African village in the early 
. I l-rorked closely l"dth rural \·Tomen and their falilil.iese Often 1 
. when alone with a I \'ias a question l·lhich I have remembered 

through · t4e years: 111-Iot-r do you avoid 'havmg a child every year ? " 
., 

that· the \·roman felt burdened by ·a.onstant cbild-bearmg. She 
l<new .that contmua.l pregnancy \'m.s da.'llagjng to her .and her family's 
and she l'ianted to .. ass'ure basic needs of the family unito . Even then, 
l'romen were con.cer£ie4· about their ol'm population ·- .).,.' . . .. 

I'. • • 

::ix>pulatidn. poliCy papers in recent years, I have found that family 
planning ,officials often presume that ltromen are at the ori.giri. of the world 
populati.qn-· problem • .. They consistently say that if l>'Tomen C!l'e ·given ltork1 
educatiOn., ·,.or :motivation, they l'dll have 11 all those 'children 11 • 

I disagree. Such completely .. ighore the factor of male dominance 
in \tomen's lives. ·. ' · •· 

• ; 

Uork1 ancl a sense of self...l'rorth' are factors, but I 
doubt if they are the basis for a ·uish t o pla.."'l her family. The 
problem is more comple-..ceo It involves the issue oX: autonomy 
and a woman • s· freedom to partic'ipatc in the · cl..ccisicns ;-lf:U.ch govern her 'lif . . . . e. 
What are the realities of \'louen's lives ? .Are \V'omen: really free to plan 
their families if they live in a mal..e.=dom:i.t?Ated society where all the 
decisions affecting their lives are ntade b7 the _men of their families? 

this question in m:ind I travelled to six representative nations selec-
ted by the United Hations Fund for Population Activitieso I was to talk 
l'r.i.th rural women - the targets of family planning programmes - and ask 
them about their lives, t he.i= needs and t heil"' The villages of· 
Ttm.isia, 3gypt, &.!.dan, Sri Lan!ca. and Hexico yielded 200 conversations 
with women who spor:e of ti1eir s ituation and the needs of their fam.ili.es • 
Antong these women I found cnly a fel>'T w·anted 11 aa many children as come "• 
The others, the hoped to be able to limit their families or 
had done so saying, 11 I 't'fal?.t t o have only a feu children so that I can give 
them more: clothing ·and.- most .important of aJJ. - education 11 · • • 

If the uords of these l·Tomen are trueJ why is it tha.t family planning program-
mes have been only partially s · ·ccessful ? 

\ie report here some of t he. reasons l>'f.aich ltomen gave for planning their 
families: and some of the th:ings they said prevented them fror.t c1o:i.ng 
so., At no time duriug t he did I refer 1.'0 f amily pla.nn;ing contra-

If the subject did not emerge by itself, it \'las never mentioned • 

... / ... 
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of Theor-y Practice 

Here we must examine the correlation between uomen's legal status and her 
status l-Tithin the fruilly • . :-ra.en I the· President of the Family Plan·· 
nil1g Association of Zgypt., Hso . Zahia I:lazouk., l'll1at she thought . 
were the main baniers to \'Tomen r s advancement and participation_, she replied_, 
" l1ena The men still don't understand that a lvoma..11. can d,o someth:ing valuable. 
Especially after they get marriedo They once she is married she is· no 
goodo She must sit dot-.n and cook and take care of her children ancl husband. 
They th.:ink she .should do nothingo It is because men are selfish. are 
going to gain quite a ·lot; the \roman t s attention and the l·lork tl1at is clone for 
them. If wcm.rui: not . E!ducated, she ·caimot . un<!erstand she ·is exploited. 
She must be ecluca;ted·:·,.co · use .11er :d . .ghtso· There i$ a lm,, but she is 
not educated enough i;p these ... 

Indeed_, '!- found tha.t fear seems be the govera.:ing factor of woments ·iives,-
fear of the ma:I.e autaority under ')lhich they l.i,ve.. It dominates the i'TOllianls 
aqcess personal mobility and to Fear of divorce_, 
polygamy and violence are often mentioned by · ifomeri t-;hen they speal<: of ·their 
fami.l.y status e Uife beatfu.g is very common, Rarely did I ·meet a t-roman who 
l1ad not·· b'een beaten by her husbandJo or did not have a . 
relative · of . friend \'lho ,.,as the object of such attac::s.. The dottry system_, put._ ... , .. 
ting an ec:onomic value ·on the l'IOman, :is also a restricting . factor • . i·Jhether the 
groom1.s or the fali1i.ly pays thE> .dowry, the .result is the same: the v.toman 
is treated a.s a colilmodity, Elcstly· for reproductive purposes. As a person she ; · ·. 
lmO\iS she has· little value 0 • ··:, 

A 4S-yeav-old mother il1 a village of central Sri told about her belief in 
womanhood, s·aying1 

11To be . bor-n a vrcman is a sin. I am a Buddhist and to be ··· 
born a ·man is ·· a privilegeo To be· horn a l'lom.an is for those who ·have done a lot 
of sins-in a previous lifeo Those l'lho have done things - not done 
bad . things ...,. ,.iiJ.l have an oppoFcui1ity ·to be bon1 a mano I ·know that .',matever a 
man can do, 11 woman can do also, but it is st:i.ll a privilege to be a "• 

----'--,;...,---- · ··-
TABLE: Division of 

Percentages total labour :in hours 

Cuts do\'111 the forest stakes out the fields ......... 
Turns the -soil eoo•••eeeeoeoooooooooooooooeooo••••• 
Plants the seeds . and cuttings . 

.and \'Teeds 0 •••••••• 00 00 0 0 0 oe 0 0 •o. 00 t) 00 •••••• 

Harvests o· •• oo o .,. • eo,. oeo e., o o,, ooo o oo o oo o oo • "• ... e 
Traq.sports crops hoae from the' fields eoeuoo•••••• 
Stores ·the Grops 
Processes--the ·food crops ••o oo o •oooo .. ooooo•••••••• 
Narkets the excess (includil1g transport to ) 
Trims the tree crops 
Carries the water &Ld fuel 
Cares for the domestic animaJ.s and cleans the stables 
Hunts 
Feeds qnd cares for the young.,the men and the aeed. _____ .. __ _ 

Hen_ _ ·uomen. 
9S ' ·· .. 
70 s-o 
30 
40 
20 
20 
10 
40 
90 
10 
so 
90 
s 

s·· 
30 ·so 
70 
60 
80 
80 
.90 

. '60 
· to ··· 
90 
·so 
10 
9S 

Source: UNECA.:· \1omen of Africa: ·and Tomorrot-1 ·(Addis Ababa_,UifECA 197S) p.6 
, . . .. ; ... .. 



... -'. 

4 • 
Such beliefs join a multitucl.e of superstitions and taboos to restrict 

· · women r s sense of self-\-rorth. lh Sri Lanka, ·one hears tales of ti1e "black 
prince" • A \'lOlllal'l is not ·supposed to go out of her house after 6 p.m. because 
the black prince l'lill come an.d tempt her. Be:ll1g a uoinan, she could not pos-
sibly resiEt the temptation to go off ·,·lith himo Hm·re·:er, if she is accom -
panied by a 1nale - even if the male is but an in arms - she is protected 

the 11 advances 11 of the prince 0 

In there are nutritional taboos lvhich say that l·Tomen must not eat 
or eggs • To · do so uould endanger a young . l'TOinan t s c1J.ai:l.ces of marry:ing, or, if 
she is already marrieC., she \tould give birth to clefonned children, The result 
is that men have access to prote:ll1, l·lhi.le 'l·romen - l-iho bear ancl. nurse the 
children - are deprived of ito 

.. 
The health of majority of uomen in the rural areas o'f the developing t-rorld is 
abom:hiaq],e, ·ap.d, .say the doctors with whom I spoke, much worse of 
men. caused by poor·nutrition, and nursh1g, is ·the key 
factor. Nalaria, parasites a..."'l.d constant child-bear:ing drain the strength of 
lromen l·lho are ot.l.iged to ca...-r-r.y on \·lith their tasl:..s of \'later carrying, fire -
1r1ood gathering, worldng the· land, and tending the family., Homen lmm1 all too 
well that they are riot healthyj the say: 11 I am alvmys tired 11 or 11 This fatigue 
is al.l'lays \'lith me 11 o So,me dare not consult a male doctor; either they fear thef.r 
husband t s they are inhibited ·.,. ;;·' .. ;;-:ple modesty o 11 It \'lould be 
much better 11 , some \·ray, 11 if more \·rere dcctors 11 

0 

_C41&_e = Cash 
As illiterate or poor as t hey may be., >·Tomen of the developing nations I visited 

- articulated very l'Tell indeed the changing needs they. face in a cbang:ing environ-
ment. The;r are acutely auare of the basic nee(;.s -of their fainilies • I learned 
.that chang-e has not usually brought 11 progress 11 into the of rural. women· • 

11 Life is more difficult than before 11 was the !'eply ;aost often The 
change from barter to cash eccnomies seems to be crigin of 't lti.s response. The 
need for cash and, thus for a sidJ.l for earning cash, \las mentioned repeateclly by 
liomen in all the cotmtries visitedo Lack of lancl 1·1as another frequently mentio::ted 
problem. 11 l-1y parents lived. on their m·m. land, but my husband and I have any 
land. 11 They say that being l'lithout l&"ld necessitates learning a s lc:q.I lihich lvould 
enable them to ear;."l money0 This need fo;r cash often results m the 11 exportation11 

of the husband, l-lho leaves the village . to seelc 'itorlc in a far-al-lay The lri.fe . 
is left · to care for the and .fencl for 

One woma.n3' a 54--year-old member of a coopeTat:ive l·ToH:en 's group in Hachakos, 
spoke about the problems of lfcmen in her 11 As I see it, there t s a great cl if-
ference from former t:ilneso The l'iomen of those daya clid not have to struggle once 
they \fere married. It 1·1as the \',-o:-1>: of the husba.11ds to provide them \·lith land aml 
cows. and everything. All they had to do vias bear ohil.clren, 11ork in the fields, 
grow food_, &'1.d that 'Has it. Also there \Vl.".s no school the children clid 
not \'rear clothes, so uhatever they had was very simple. Food was siraple also. 

11 one has to st:rugele, Oi'le has to ear.a money: the children have to go to 
· schoolo ·And the clothes are expensive, food also0 Life is very difficult nOl'l and 
the men are paying less attention to their ldves, You men interpreted this 
econon;lic change l'Trca1ely because they took advantage of l}.aving more money. Instead 
of usil1.g this liloney properly i..n devC:: 'lp:i.ng tl.teir family, they spend the money on 
lodgings with 11girls 11 • iiany men cheac their no\'T because they are employed 
elsewhere. 

oeo/eee 
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11 So vromen are fed up. They think nm-v relyi.ue on a man can be a problem$ 
Do they thlnlt 11 should try to do sometlting ourselvese Uhether vre get something 
from . our men or don't get it, w·e '\'T:i.ll still raise our children properly 11 o 

This concern for the education of one's children \vas voiced again and again by near-c · 
ly all the \vomen I e.ncotm.teredo Yet, they said, to benefit from the advc:intages of 
acces s to education one liltlSt have casho Even uhen schooling is one has to 
buy notebooks, pencils and shoes. BUt, as \'/Omen consistently. said 11 I l·Till do any-
tiring I can to see to it that my children get an education" o ·This desire for lear-
ning, both for their and themselves, seerillS to be equated to earning power. 
It is only through· the education of one t s children that 1-1omen feel they might have 
a chance to emerge from poverty o · 

A nineteen-year-old uoraan in north 't'Testem explained the .problem many \vomen 
face, saying, 11 Uy life is very different from l:iY motherts!) · She just stayed in the 
family until · she ma...-x'ied and she had eleven ch.il.clreno ·:But life is much more dif -
ficult nov/ because everything is dependent upon moneye Long ago, money lrTas unheard 
of. No. one needed ite l!ol'T you cantt event get food without casho . Times are very 
di:fficulto I have to l·ro:dc>. for l'lithout it I ldll not have enough for toclay' s life. 
The.n1 if you get a large family, you can•t have enough money for food. I lv.Lll have 
only three or ·fow:- ch:Uili'en; that is better in todayls lifeooo fll'ld I 1/iU. teach 
them: 11 Get an education first., for you can find ·,_rork and get · some cash 11 e 

This young lvoman is among lvho articulated: a . 
·, CHANGE OF CASH l!;DUCAT'ION EP .• POUEU · CASlf 

,1' ' f ' 

. They know full \'Tell that tiines have ch-":.aged, that ·ther·e are ne't'r· demands. upon them, 
and _that fam.ilies are not condu( '.ve to chane;ing times or the · s l'Telfaree 

·, Uhether il..literate or not, they do lack common sense; they seem ·t '<>believe 
.. "quality of children!! is inuch· better than 11quantity of. T'aey w·ant to have 

f .eltrer children j.n order to provide ther:.t 'r.ith the food, clothing, education they 
need fC?r a good life,. One \'loman i..11. Tunisia, A Ecclou.in t-rhom I met as she 
t-lorked ll'l .the fields_, told me, "I vras given in marriage at age 13o ' I hadn't even 
reached pubertyo A month later I got period and theu, again after one month, 
I was pregna:..1t o I have five childre:.1() They all go to school and I lrTant them, both 
the sons and daughters, to go as far as their capacities let them. I \'i'ant them to 
have a good future, a profession, a happy life. I don't llant then \'lork:ing in the 
fields, pic!d.ng up strat.'ls and leftovers like I doo I l·Tould lilce to have gone to 
schoolo . I lrould lilce to have opened my mind• I t·rould have taught other people 

. about th:i.J.lgSo I \'/ant to Imotr evei"'fthingut' everything you can lea.nt if you have &"1. 
educationa I '·10n't let ray daughter maiTy" earlier than seventeel).., · I 'ltant them to 
have t:ii1le to finish their studies and prepare themselves for marriage. ·I am only 
36 old and I don't ,.TCl.nt to have any more children; life is too clifficult., That 
.too, diffel:'e11t from before0 You c&J.'t imagine hov·r many things I tried ·to s't'rallo1-1 
'to preveilt myself haru"lg more · children. I even used to eat ·mothba.D.s, thirildng that 
\vould help " " · 

Family Planning . 
Like all the .!llothers of the '1-Torld, rural lvomen repeated, 11 It is joy to have 9hildren • 
Yeso But only if they can be educated and have scme cause· for hope 
.Also, I f'Ound that the l'li.th 'l'lhom I spoke share a common understanding that 
their 11old age security" resides in the educati.on or training of their children, 
no .t i.n the -number · of them, It is my belief that the 11 old age security11 of 
large families is out--.hloc!.edo en the ccmtrary, uomen readily admitted that llchild -
ren dmL•t die as much as before 11 , rea:izli1g that there is no need to have ten 
children to ensure that four or five r e!lch adulti.1ood. They thinlc that the education 
and training of their ch:il<lren is the to their old age security, for it .is then 

I 
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that their children be able to ea.zn the ·precious cas!! needed to sustain 
them • . The recognize that ·to be able ·to educate the children, :limst have 
smaller '·· 

" But ", th: y say, n my hus_banci ,.;ant::: more sons" or,; "LJ husband another 
\cr.ife if -- I don't give Illi:1 a every year" or, · "I don't -'._dare this 
l'lith my husband, he l-rould beat me 11 n -;· · .- · 

The press-llres for high . :fertility are many. One youne '\'roman in a Gri Lanican village 
tolcl me,- afraid of marriage. Couples don't ·really each 
other as they should. iiost uomen,. once they have a cert'ain number of children ; . . . . . 
tliink =tney: ·.shou.14 The "t'Toman says "Enough! 11 but the man "does not care. It is 
not_:··his problelil<'>· man the children· cont·inue to con!-eo After a 

the l.'loman refuses .relations ·out of fear of having more man 
goes and . has sex ;o:utnide. Hen· must·_Un.uerstand tJila.t l'lcmen•s lives l;ilceo They 
must· be- taugh.":." . . · · ·· . ·· · 

i:Iarl.a-Luisa, a za:topec southen1. Hexico, l·ihy "inen;aon 1t 
l1arit their. \'lives to use b:;i.rth c·ontrol methods. Uhen I asked if the husbands of the 
village l>'loUld permit theii- \'lives to control· ·number of their she 
laughed at me, sa.y.ing, 1JI-Ieavens, no! They say ·-teiTible things about t·romen \'lho w·ant 
it. 3ome say, 11'?he only reason you 7-·:...,...Jl control is so you can go with other 
men"• You see, soo.e people are very ignorant." 

Another \voman, in Iienya, told a similar story • :·Jhen aslced lJhy family · plann.il1.g 
clinics lvere poorly frequented :L.L the . Hombasa area; _She fear the·ir 
husbal.lds. You see1 husbands don't You'll never .. see a man going to a faurlly 
planning clinic., 1-'len here bel.ieve 11. Let a \'Totnan :free of child-bear:il.1.g and she l·r.:!ll 
go everywhere a e . Ti1ey. lvant a 'roman to have a ·child every year until she is old, 
but the men are ·to eo gadding abouto So if a uomatr doesnrt · keep having child-
ren, he vrill get CU1.t;r-J al.tcl take another 1·li.:fe 0

11 · 

NE:m the 1Cey 
' . 

Indeed, I f ound that l'lhen a \'loman l·la.s us:ing a there lV?,-S .mie 
elements either he:r husband had given his '?r the leader"s!1·ip_ 
of had ,publicly n.slced_. couples to plan their f:-..milies (TtmisiaJ In the 

. ·latter even the husband llas against fa.m.i.ly planning, the_ w·om!3J.l t-(as able 
to .say; 11'-l'b:e·. P.residerit said it is .all right 11 0 Dtll'i.Ylg the entire survey I met only 
oiie ,:tdman ·\·rho was 11 ·plann:L.-,g 11 vlithout her husbanc1Js conse:nto A you:qg 
central· l·1eric'o; she aciLri:tted she \vas :t'tipn:ing a big saying, 1-;nisband 
fil:t-ds· I am taking the pill.$ ·he 1·r.i..U beat me terriblyo 11 

A medical doctor li1 r eir.f orcecl the th:1t men should be the 
of fam:ily plarin:i.ng motivation efforts,; explaining_, 11Farnily plann.ing programmes ·· 
should. be a:i..mecl espeoiaJ.ly at men. Uomen come to nee us and lvaitt to plan their 
families; then.:··they home ·and the hus-band says3 

11Ho11 e 11Another of_ficial, the 
director of office of the Family Pla.nnil1.g Aseociation of ICenya, said, 
11There is suoh poor cor.n11t.mication bet1.reen the husband and 'vife that it is .necessary 
to convince the men of the usef ulness of fam:iiy plruutingll o He 11:-Te have left 
the men out ancl it. is a problem0

11 

The majority of l·tomen uiti1 lll1on I spoke ·told ae that they have little :in 
the :matter of family planning. They need their husband's to go to the 
health clirdc, they :fear the husbcu1c11 s if not pregnant year, or they 
knol-l the husband Cal.1 diYorce them or another wife if he is not continually 
pleased 1dth themo Cm>red by f ear and t h e possibility of rejection, 
dare not question autl1.orit y o 
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The result is the e.ee-.olcl. fonn of birth control: the furtive abortion. You do\1.'t 
need your husbandts consent .to do that. fill you have to do is nmt:i.late yourself 
a..•d then tell h:im that yoU: are havi.'lg "some sort of female sickhess" 0 He 11ill 

. never llltOli the difference6 · During my travels I>uas told tales about abortion, of 
·talismans, of abortifacient teas an:l charmed coconuts, Ih their desperat3 attempt 
to avoid a new mouth to feed, lfomen have devised a myriad of to prevent, or 
end, another pregnanc:ro . Ih anthropologists at the Tlationill Population 
Council est:imate that there are over tme million 11i1ome..Inade 11 abortions performed . . eac;t year. 

lilly then do .many famil;/ officials continue to believe that vciiiten:'s at -
titucl.es and lack of educat.:l.bn are at the. origin of the population problera? 

Despite culturalrljf:ferences, >fomen of six nations spolte of the same absence 
of in Lives; they condemned male attitudes and their resulting lack of 
personal autonomy or decision..maldng power. 1rant more cantr()l over 
they to. be able to choose their mates; tltey 1·rant to plan their families ru.>.cl to 
participate in society. But the barriers to these 1rishes are lllalJ.y; the ·tools needed 

• to dotltl the barriers are not altrays available. Social legislation, l;>asic 
s!OJ.l.tra;in.ine,. building up selfooeanfidence and personal. autonomy are 

reqUired if. women are· to overcome the !nYths and· traditions of male ·supremacy 
stifle their existence,. After heari11g the opinions of oV'er 200 I am ooi1. -
vinc.ed that· the focus ()f family planning motivational ];lrogrannnes shoul,d ndt ·be \>'Omen 
but men. 

trithout ·the ·support a.'l.d encol:trc:gement of the uen lv'ho govern. their .lives, 
. };"omen are pwe;rlesa to make decisionG on such a11. i11.timate fa.ntily subject 3.11 fa.ra.ily 
. pl,amrl.ng. An eighteen-yea.:p..old married in Sri Lanka told me. 1'1Jen' have more 
power# that is the. 1ray it isc A \·loman must be. submissive, Peace and harinany i11. 
::the fa.ra.ily depends upon the lilOinan al\fc.ys listenins to the man& She must .give obed -
iencie. and all that to the husbend. Yes1 men rmst 1Tield the 

Some.Possible Resources 
Given the cc.1tert of rural v10ments 1iveG1 sUIToundecl as the-.r are by restr.:'.ctians 
:imposed by Inale authority, lle lllUSt attempt to iCei1tify resou:::oes already available 
which might .be usecl to aodify negative 

Ilolilet1.r s orgru.1:i.z-atio,.1.s, potentially a powerful force for chru.1ge1 l"im.a.in largely 
P.J fanrlly planning programme C.esigners 8 In cultures where most infon;lation 

received by 1vomen comes from other Vomen1 the role of organizations is 
oru<::i.a.l... · · S!dll diwelop;tent3 literacy training, famlly planning or education in all 
f on.'!S can be deli verecl by the lTOiaen 's netl,or:c. ll ational leaclersl:U.p should support 
it, l·lomett's orgru.1.izations financially a..'ld morall7 if members are to be able to serve 
women in rural 

The media....a source of influence lll the lives of rniJ.l.ions..;. are critiCized by lromen 
for their lack of practical teac.h:ing programmes., Few IJomenlrith vlhon' I spoke said 
that they had received helpful information from the on fain.Uyplarming or 
educatian in any fona6 iiany said there Ghoul<l be •<more 11omenl s progrannnes" ()r 
"those deal.lr.i.th family 1H'e11 · · · · 

Sex education at the earliest age possible should be given top priority as part of 
the family pla..'llling effort. lh many cultures> prevents vomett fJ:-om 

. sing sex eV!'il 1·Tith their c:a.ughterso The ten year olcls of today vill lie, ofma,rri.age -
·able·· age wit.h:in: the next felT yearso Gex ed\:tcation1 coupled teach.:i.itg · (m family 
respons;bility and fam.ily planning in':..>rmation, should be en inteeraJ. pa:rt of their 
early J..ea.rzliiig proc;iess •.. As many stresses, 11It is too late for. .. bl,lt .I hope 
my children have smaller fara:il:iese 11 !md the so:ts must be taught about family 
plru.ming just as iuucll as the daughters. 

oee/coc 
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· lm Attitudirt.al Pro 
In an effort to clesi[;n Bore seasitive fC!l"J..ily pla.nnli1g t·re . :night . a 
suggestion from Ra:Zael l-lo Galas, 3xecutive Director of the '(JHFPA. He . states, 11The 
'pursuit of a population policy <a1cl full equality for .uomen, botll' imply th 
th.at uomen must be. · .Lwolvecl. in a.."'lc;. ca.rrjin& out policy11 ., Also , 
if l·Toiilfu"'l \'lere a;3soci.ated · ui.th . mei.1 in the · des:it,n of population prograr:liiles, perhaps 
those· effort::; \·ToulC. be·· balanced and more unclerstanclmg of the realitie::; of 
family life. 

Tlri.s proposition mit;ht ::>eeiil logical, but it shoulcl be i.1otecl that c:.'lly once clicl I 
. e:ncotli1ter ·a. \'TOlil<Ul at a. policy-making level in ti1e . field of family plan.·u.ng du.rine 
·my· travels·• Int.en1ational and goverilmeat populcltioi1 offices employ 

. but· usually only officialSe·. I , do not mea."'l to suegest the>:':: ilO 
men are ·.sensitive' _to the rc-:JI..!lation issue' ::: tl:i.d ;;leet sevei·al · u:lo llere callous 
and · · · 

·DUring ·the survey,; I met several male. officials l'fho, \·lhile sittine; .in .. air-concU.tioned 
·· offices, scoffed at· iile for request:ing to visit remote .rural areas4> :Tiley aslcecl_, 

11\ifhy clo you i'lant ·. :to go there to taJJ:: l'litil 'ignorru.1t 'vome1:? 11 • 

DJ tbe realities of life, these officials are guilty of a destructive 
mish'lterpretation of '<TO<:ten J s needs.., The prograrmnes they design r.e:inf orce the notion 
that Contraceptio:l is a. W'Or::J.a.i.'ltS problem only, Still, by preaching family plan-
ni...""'lg only to ·,,romen, con:tribute to dishan<Icny bet\ieen husband and 

Perhaps they w·c-uld do ivell to thE\ :.roms of Phoebe Aseyio, Director of the 
Clrl.lu Uelfare Association of Iieuyae "You have the experts uho cowe 
and poi.."'lt down, sayine 11This i;:; the 'ltTay ycu hlust clo ito Tlus is hou it i·Till 
basing their areume;.1t on uhat they have see_!. elsel'lhc::·e,,. They don't eive time for 
iclea.s to emerge fro;a the erassrcots , I:f you are patient enough to the time, 
1:1aybe \'Te vr.ill stril.:e balance 0 I don't t hli'li.:: many peop:!.e have the patienceo It 
is so sadft 11 

The long-ovet ·l ue concern for vroinen i n the total develoJ;:.1ent process is a v.:J.icl one ,. 
But it should be part of a holistic approach, not '' lip service 11 or "tokeil; m:t11 

to '·1hich l'fe are accustoueG..<i If."' in the aode of tlrin!dn.g, ue are to as -
stuae that uomen are the llhea.rtn of the family, >Ie must pay special attention to 
tl1e needs a....""'ld hopes of Uohlen., They say uru.1.t feuer chil.c1ren. If this is true, 
perhaps ue should refocus our th:il-hdng ancl provi,(;.e them Hith the :.:;upport they need 
to cope uith realities of their live3 0 L."'l area of fa;illy plc:mri:.1g that means 
that men be t he targets of our efforts, that uomen must be m volvecl in the 
desig;.1 and delivery populatica progranunes, that 1;1e i.tust:; a::; r.uu.1y i'TOiilen said , 
11 Ti1at ic the only 11 

From ·;[omen, Population anc:i. Devel,)p-aent,UIIFPA Profile Hoo7, 1977 
Development Can Damage 

Developmeat activities to date ll'l a great lrull1Y cases had an adverse impact on 
uomenn In agricu.l:ture1 food production anc1 t·1hich a-re traditional areas 
of l·Tork for lfOuten_, tra.llrine has 0een given to ;nen emphasi.zh1g nevi techi.ti.ques and 
moclern maclrlnery., i;en ai.lcl ;nachincs therefore replace \'lomen, especially :ll1. produc-
ing cash crops p a11d uomen are assigned the task of merely gatheri.l.'lg the residual 
leaves or fruits and ca.rryiag theia fror,l place to place for markethJ.g. T'.ae socio -
economic situation of r-ural anci ·.1rbaJ.1. p(lor l'TOiile;:l caused by lack o1 appropriate 
teclmology provides eviclence tha-t tech.n c.logical advancement, il'l<lustri.a.liza.tion and 
other moder-aization do n ot really lives or provide t i1e:-.1 Hith either 
econor:dc or sociaJ. benefit::; o To max:ililize the im.pact of development for \"/omen,_ 

.,? o/oo• 

• 
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especially in teclmology1 there is a need for far more ili.rect contact bet\-Teen 
the selectors and of tecl1nology and the rural/urbru1 poor, eapecially 
poor ltomeno Greater b1.ouledge about their basic needs, as def:iJ.1ed by them, and 
including their choice of paths tm'lards self \·rould improve the use 
of 'technology for economic ·ruld ·social cntrcprises and uould e;enu.inely equalize 
developiJent for both uonen ru1cl menc 

·- ·· Ihclustria.l development may provide more paid jooa for '\-·romen but often exploits 
them because they are a.c1m:itted to ltorh: only at a lo'Vl level and in the lOi·Tes't paid 
activities o The rapid rate of urbanization ori.ngs about exploitation of womea 
on an even larger scale because l'Then vomen. face elilployment discrimination :iJ.1 the 

·- city' they la.Clt e7-Gl1 traditional' to .fall baci: Upon1 many are to domestic 
service or even to survive 0 

The debate on a neu international economic order does not at the mo1:1ent deal l'Tith : 
the · question of che:i.1.ges :ill the internal econo!irlc orders of ti1e .develC?pi.n.g countrie_s. 

· Guch a nell order lri.JJ. not necessarily qene;fit uotaen, unless the co;nposition· and 
characteristics of ·the labottr force m1der present developua1t dynamics 
are carefully Uill the · fruits of · successful negotiations on commodity 
prices ldden \iomen t s freely chosen participation, or merely increase their uork-
load in their multiple traditional rural roles ? successful neeotiations 
a.llol·r.ing for i.."l.C:.ustrial mG export tra<:e increase lfomenfs involvement 

· in the industrial sector o.r lTill they ruerely expand the exploitation of female 
labour il1 the lottest paid and loltest ,;tatus jobs-both in developing and c1eveloped 
·count:ries ? 
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Feb, 9, 1979 

Dear Volunteer: 

Peter Daino 
10 Sawmill Rd. 
Dayton, Ohio 45409 

I am including in this letter a breakdown on how the Help Your Village 
Funds were spent last year. This may give you some ideas on how you might 
use this fund which is meant for PCVs in Niger, As I mentioned in the 
letter(sent to donors), we would like to see more of the fund spent by 
rural development volunteers, foresters, gardeners, agriculturalists etc.-
If you have any project of this nature, please feel free to send it to 
Steve North who will send it on to me if he approves of it. 

The Peace Corps Partnership is another source of funding which is avail-
able to you for small development projects too. Information on this kind 
of funding is found at the PC office in Niamey, 

Anyone interested in getting the Intermediate Technology book which is 
very useful for applying an appropriate technology in health, farming, 
teaching or just about anything, should write to: 

Volunteers in Technical Assistance(VITA) 
3706 Rhode Island ave, 
Mt, Rainier, Maryland 20822 

You canask them specific questions about specific problems you need solved, 

Volunteers working in hospitals and clinics should also feel free to 
use the fund more. I also occassionaly recieve used lab supplies from Amer-
ican hospitals. We have donated something as simple as spoons and bowls for· 
the children's ward, Send your requests to Mamadou Issa and if he approves 
them, I will send you the aid, 

Health Educators and other volunteers might start goat or chicken coops 
for lending and elevage, Another good project within the normal range of 
Village fund projects ($1-$600) is a model water filter for the PMI. 

The purchase of food, clothing, medicine'a poor person's prescription), 
or vitamins is O.K. when emergency situations arise. 

When this letter arrives in March you will be into the meningitis season, 
Some things to tell villagers about this disease's symptoms: first- a sore 
throat, a cough, a running nose or stuffed nose, a fever; second- vomitting, 
severe headache, stiff neck and A baby will sometimes refuse mother's 
milk and its' fontanelle(soft spot on top of head) will grow, Meningitis 
which is an infection of the meninges (a membrane covering the brain) makes 
head movements impossible and eventually paralyzes and stiffens the whole body, 
The best prevention of meningitis outbreak in the village is to send anyone 
with the ,slightest symptoms to the dispensary immediately since this disease 
only takes a day or two to take full effect. Proper hygiene and sanitation 
are most important during the dry season(meningitis season), The nose and 
throat are called the avenues of meningitis infection and any infection in 
these areas should be checked by the infirmier. Earaches are also a possible 
symptom. The most common symptom is a fever. 

I invite you to make full use of our fund for any health person who wants 
vitamins for malnourished mothers or children, any gardener wbo wants to buy 
oxen for farmers; any forester who wants to buy Ben Meadow tools; any TEFLer 
who wants to teach leather crafts etc, I really urge foresters, fishery.people, 

and rural developers in general to use the 



October 6, 1978 

Dear Friend: 

TI1e Help Your Village Fund which I started in 1975 has completed numerous small development projects in 
the last three because of your continued support. I am taking this opportunity to thank you again 
for your concern. 

Here is how your money was used thls past year: 

1. Used to buy clothes and food to leperg in Maradi. Also used to plant trees to prevent wjnd erosion 
of fertile soil. Project of a Peace Corps volunteer . $465 

2. to buy AOats which could be milked. This milk was used for the feeding of infants without a 
mother or for those whose 1oother had no breast milk. One can say that this effort did save lives. 
$2,045 

3. Used for food, c 1 othes and r.1ed icl r.e io a 1·cfugee camp (those who had fled the famine between 1968 and 
1975). A sister (nurse) worl<s "ldth this group. $1 , 700 

4. Used to buy vj "lolhich "'ere distributed to the most severely malnourished by Peace Corps volun-
teers working in Nutrition clinics. $2,000 

5. Used to buy oxen to pull plows which would allow peasant f<lrr.ters to produce more food all 
that most farmers use to break up the soil is a hoe. This was the project of Peace Corps volunteers. 
$600 

6. Used to buy clothes and blankets for lepers in Zinder. Project of Peace Corps volunteer. $516 

7. Used to purchase valuGble lab equipment essential to three hospitals. The better detection of 
Halaria, Cholera, Schisto and other diseases made possible . Peace Corps volunteer project. $1,37R 

8. Used to r ehabilitate an old building in order to use it for Nutrition Education classes and infant 
aud mother care. $770 

9. Used to buy a movie camera and projector to make nutrition, health, and sanitation lessons which 
could be shown across the country. the Nigerien women consider foods and habits dis-
cussed at such classes to be lfuite Folk ways. The. aim of the film is to show African women like 
themselves practicint; these nutritional and sanitary habits. This project is the work of the 
African assistant director of the Peace Corps. $1 ,225 

10. to buy forestry as well as trees for wind erosion control. The project of a Peace 
volunteer. $364 

11 . Used for a leather craft projer.t aJmed at a skill to a number of unemployed youth. This 
mon!'y also bousht a microscope for a clinic and was used to purchase vitamins for the village of 
Tahask. 

12. Used to buy powdered r:oilk for chHdren in the refur,ee mentioned above and for cli nics. 
J587_ 

Please send in any sugr,estions you might have about how "Ne might better divid e thL; money · "nd new ideas 
or projects in Third 1-!orld Development. Also, please send whiltev.:?r within your means financially . You 
are our only 

One change I \o.'Culd like 
1977 to 1978, only $964 
agrjcultural 
food production dips. 

to see is mqre money put into agricultural projects. Of the $12,300 spent from 
"'·ent in t o Agriculture. This coming year I am going to push volunteers to develop 
l·ly feeling i s that health and nutritional programs are ufieless if 

Remember, IIYVJI i s entirely run 011 volunteer lahar and so 100% of your donation goes where you want it 
to g.ol 

l'lcase notify me of any chanr.e in address FoO I can keep in touch . Have a Happy 1bauksgivinr, and God 
blcGs you for sharing His bounty . 

As in Niger - Na-Godi Allah Shi Darka . 

Thank you, 

HELP YOUR V!!.Lt.CE FUND 
Peter Daino o/o 
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